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Policy for disposal of open space land 
 
The Council occasionally receives requests to sell land, usually for relatively small areas adjacent to 
houses or other properties.  A robust policy is required in respect of these requests, in order to protect the 
public interest and to ensure that the people who are seeking the sale are dealt with in a fair and 
consistent manner. 
 
On 12 March 2002, the Employment, Economic Development, Leisure and Tourism Policy Panel re-
affirmed the existing policy presumption against the sale or disposal of any land that is held as public 
open space, country park or wildlife area. This policy allows for the sale of open space land in exceptional 
circumstances, where:- 

 

• there is a broader community benefit to the disposal, for example a rationalisation of small 
parcels of ‘backland’ open space, either rarely used or often misused 

 

• the prospective purchaser is not the sole beneficiary of the disposal. 
 

In addition to the Council’s own policy, there is a legal class of public open space, known as ‘public trust 
land’, over which there are particularly stringent controls over the Council’s freedom to sell. 

 

 

The consultation procedure for dealing with requests for the sale of land held by the Council as Public 
Open Space, Country Park or Wildlife Area was agreed on 27 June 2002 [Portfolio Holder for 
Employment, Economic Development, Leisure and Tourism] 
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Procedure for Considering the Sale of Public Open Space                                               Appendix A 
 
 
 
 

Receive application for sale of 
Public Open Space 

Head of Leisure Services applies policy test:- 

• Would there be a community benefit from the 
sale? 

• Are there other beneficiaries than the 
prospective purchaser? 

Yes 
On both counts No  

On one or both counts 

Advise applicant of decision not to 
sell and grounds for decision 

Consult Ward Councillors, Town or 
Parish Council, Resident’s 

Association (if such exist) on 
desirability of sale  

[28 day consultation period] 

Secure written agreement of applicant 
to cover all costs, if sale is agreed 

Report application and results of 
consultation to Portfolio Holder for 

decision 

Portfolio Holder decision not  to 
proceed with sale 

Portfolio Holder decision to proceed 
with sale 

 

Continued�.
. 

Check land ownership and/or any 
estate covenants 

Possible ‘call-in procedure’ 
to Overview & Scrutiny 

Panel 

Continued� 
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Advise applicant of decision 
not to sell and grounds for 

decision 

Advertise intention to 
sell in local paper for 

two consecutive 
weeks 

Report any objections 
received to Portfolio 

Holder for consideration 

Portfolio Holder 
decision to proceed 

with sale 

Petition Secretary of State 
for permission to sell land  

(not necessary in all cases) 

Sale of Land 

Possible ‘call-in 
procedure’ to Overview 

and Scrutiny Panel 
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