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Shrub End Road

Once again, the residents that are nearby to the pub are faced with another 
application to extend opening hours. They are asking for Sunday to Thursday 
finishing at 12, Friday and Saturday finishing at 0100. With an additional 30 mins 
beyond the cessation of licensable activity. Friday and Saturday to include late night 
refreshments, live and recorded music.
Obviously, myself and neighbouring residents will be objecting to this and the 
following points indicates the reasons why:
1. The first and perhaps the main point is that the above requests will be in breach of
the conditions in which the license was re issued
2. To close the doors at 12 midweek, a working week, will result in people hanging 
around , chatting, banging car doors for a possible extra 30 mins
3. Friday and Saturday live music until 1 will disturb myself and surrounding 
residents for the whole duration that it is playing due to its loudness, and beyond 
when the pub empties. A condition of the license was that the doors out the back and
directly where the band sits are closed after 9pm, if I remember right? These doors 
are rarely shut.
4. The gate to the accommodation block is also left open so it is likely that the 
drinking will extend further into the close proximity of the back garden areas of at 
least 3 of us very close neighbours. The noise would be heard not only from my front
lounge, bedroom but also my back bedrooms, especially if the windows are open 
due to hot weather. Basically there would be no escapism from the thud of the loud 
music into the early hours.
5. Again, it will be likely that empty bottles, litter, smashed glass and vomit will be left
on the paths near my property or thrown into my garden. this is more likely with 
extended drinking and food being sold.

In addition to the above points.....
The gate leading directly to the corner of shrub end Road, Gosbeck's road is 
constantly left open
There is now a bouncy castle in the garden of the accommodation block. also in this 
area, there have been a few events held.
The back doors are often left open after 9pm
The music does appear to be louder when live music is playing, than the decibel 
reader is set to
There are non bottled drinks being allowed in the area outside the front of the pub

It is my understanding that these additional points are in breach of the license 
conditions.

Whilst i understand that a pub has to make money by bringing in the crowds, that 
there will be noise and to some extent nuisance behaviour, this has to be in 
consideration of others. Myself and the surrounding neighbours are entitled to a 
good nights sleep and not be deprived of it. We are also entitled to enjoy our 
gardens on a summers evening without the noise levels being bought into an area 
that should be out of bounds (condition)

Please note that this is my firm objection to the application for extended hours
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-------------

In response to your reply. Yes, I would like my objection still to be put forward.  I 
don't agree that mid week, there should be 'drinking up' time, bringing the close time 
to 11.30. By the time people leave the car park, it will be 12. The same applies to the
proposed hours for Friday and Saturday.  
As we sit here tonight, I have had to ring the pub and ask them to shut the doors. 
The live music might as well have been in my lounge!
On so many levels they are in breach of the set conditions that were set in order to 
get the license re issued....
1. Doors at the back being left open after 9pm
2. The unlicensed area to the rear being used for family entertainment, inc a bouncy 
castle
3. The gate leading to shrub end road being left open
4. Obviously a decibel reader is not in use as it should be

When will the licensing team understand that the pub is situated in the middle of a 
residential area. There has to be some consideration of the rights for people to enjoy
peace and quiet in their own home, particularly in the late summers evenings

Are you able to email me the conditions that were set please

--------------

I have submitted an objection on the 20th May 2024 but would like to add an 
annexe/additions to that objection.
Reading on line it has been somewhat confusing as to who is the applicant, the 
license holder and indeed for which pub... The Leather Bottle or The New Leather 
Bottle. There appears to be four names involved, Maxine Burch (who has had 
nothing to do with the pub for over a year), Paul Hiller, Paul Hillier and a company 
called QL. Whether the latter too were a typing error, or indeed Maxine Burch was 
simply not removed as being the license holder, this surely will make this current 
application void and therefore the appropriate amount of notice has not been served.
Also the confusion will likely to have resulted in members of the public being unable 
to access the correct application on the council website.

The activities at The New Leather Bottle continue to be in breach of the conditions 
set for the re issuing of the license in the past.
1. The rear doors that face at least 3 private gardens are continually left open. This 
area is where the music is played, be it live or recorded. The music and banter is so 
loud it might as well be in my lounge! The doors are not being marshalled by the staff
otherwise they would be closed. It is very obvious by the volume of the music that 
the decibel reader is not being activated, if so, the music volume would be less. 
CONDITIONS 16 and 17
It should not be my responsibility to ring the pub, hope that they can hear the phone 
ringing, then ask them to shut the doors or have to get dressed late at night to go 
into the pub to ask the same question.
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2. There has been several occasions that a bouncy castle has been erected to the 
rear of the premises. This has resulted in members of the public drinking and 
socialising in this area. The area is for the sole use of the bed and breakfast block. It 
is not part of the licensed premises.
3. I have noticed on several occasions (my bathroom overlooks the car park) that 
there has been activity such as cars and people leaving the premises after closing 
which indicates that the car park is not secured against entry and exit 30 minutes 
after closing. CONDITION 13
I would ask the question as to why people are still in the pub late into the morning, 
the required CCTV may reveal this! CONDITION 14 

If Paul Hillier or Hiller is deemed to be the License Holder and and indeed the 
controlling shareholder of QL to the then The Leather Bottle and now The New 
Leather Bottle, then nothing has changed since the taking ownership of the pub in 
2013. Apart from a brief time in 2022 when Maxine Burch was the license holder, the
pub has continued to be a nuisance to members of the public with regards to the 
continued unsociable/nuisance behaviour both from the customers and indeed the 
staff by not adhering to the conditions. 
Nuisance behaviour has included glasses being left on our walls, smashed on our 
drives, vomit and rubbish being spread across the bushes and gardens at the front of
the property. Loud and abusive language has occurred amongst some of the more 
rowdy customers, being so loud that we are unable to have our windows open.
The pub was closed by the police due to drugs being sold within the premises, 
conditions were set for the re issuing of that license, conditions have continually 
been breached - all under the same guidance, ownership of the same license holder.
If the set conditions have not been met, why reward with granting longer hours to 
enable a longer endurance of unsociable behaviour. in fact, the neighbouring 
residents were assured that if there was a breach of the conditions then the license 
would be evoked. 
I notice that part of the application is to allow 'music/dance in and out'. The rear to 
the premises is not part of the licensed ground, so no alcohols or music of any kind 
can be played for members of the public in that area. So where are they proposing 
that this should take place?
Whilst understanding that when living next to a pub will be noisy, we don't 
understand why this has to go on into the late night and encourage later drinking 
which inevitably leads to more noise and unsociable behaviour. It is expected that 
one can enjoy a peaceful restful night in their own homes and at a reasonable time, 
which are the current opening hours.

Straight Road

I am writing to object to the application of the New Leather Bottle to extend their 
music and alcohol license.

Primarily my objection is based on my concern that if the license is to be used to it's 
maximum, i.e, playing music until 12am Sunday to Thursday and 1am Friday and 
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Saturday this will become a public nuisance to the nearby neighbours. Currently, 
when the pub plays music I can hear it clearly through our closed doors and windows
of an evening. I believe they are supposed to close their doors at night, but from the 
volume and how clearly I can hear the music I don't think that is happening. There 
has also been several occasions where the sound is turned up for the last few songs
of the night. I think this is very telling of their attitude towards the neighbours and the 
lack of thought or respect towards us.

The music going off at 11pm as per the current license is acceptable. I do not think 
past 11, especially during the week, is acceptable in a residential area. I have 
children who need to be asleep at a reasonable hour, as do several others of the 
neighbouring homes, and I feel the pub playing music into the early hours will impact
their quality and length of sleep. As it also would my partner, who is up early for 
work.

Secondly the extension of selling alcohol will increase antisocial behaviour in the 
area. As previously proved in the past. There has also been a noticeable difference 
to the tidiness of the area since the tighter restrictions have been in place.

I feel the license as it is now works well, is manageable and fair and doesn't need to 
be changed.

Sutton Park Avenue

Good morning, l would like to formally oppose this application. Prior to the pub losing
its licence in 2022 local residents suffered badly from noise and disruption from the 
site. After the license was re-applied for and granted with  heavy conditions applied 
there has been no known problems with the site seemingly attracting a normal 
customer base appropriate for its location.

The application seeks to reverse the conditions imposed which l and other residents 
feel will change the dynamic of the site, attracting a new customer base, people who 
want to be  drinking and enjoying loud music until 1AM , as witnessed in the city 
centre, are not normally the sort of people that show concern about the effects of 
their actions . It may be thought that my location is quite removed from the site but 
as the crow flies we are very close to the site.

Ash Way

Applicant Paul Hillier
Notice of variation to Premises licence under section 34 of licensing act 2003

OBJECTIONS
- Same owner as when pub was closed down
- Premises licencee never seems to be on site



The New Leather Bottle – Representations Appendix 2

- Daily operation run by people known to P Hillier
- Consistently play loud music, I have had occasion to phone pub, due to loud music,
I was rudely told that they can play music until 1 am, I asked when had the licence 
been changed, they hung up, just after midnight I had a phonecall from the pub, 
when I answered they hung up
- Consistently have large rowdy groups outside by main doors
- Consistently put flood light on in garden, which is blinding, I have notified them 
myself and requested to be turned off, not actioned , I notified Colchester City 
Council to ask them to look into
- Entry to the sub powerstation in the grounds is continually blocked with rubbish, 
hazard
- Their customers continually park in our private carpark, even when plenty of space 
in the pub carpark
- Their customers gather at the side of our bin store, I wonder why?
- What is the need to have late night drinking with live music, bands and discos in a 
local housing community?

When the Leather Bottle was first opened after the enforced closure, the license 
stated that the carpark should be secured until 30 mins prior to opening and 30 mins 
after closing, no advertising on perimeters, no persons outside, windows and doors 
closed, cctv in operation, no signs displayed outside, Paul Hillier and his team have 
not been compliant to this, unless of course the licence was changed and I have  
missed the update to which I would apologise. The pub is supposed to be family and 
community orientated, it certainly is not that.
What is the maximum capacity allowed? 
Will security personnel from a professional company be employed?
With the same people, apart from the land lady being in control, the concern is that 
the same clientel will be drawn back to the pub, what preventative measures will be 
implemented.

I do write this with personal concern, which I have said in previous communications 
but, know that if I do not voice my concern I will have no right to complain should the 
occasion arise.

To confirm I OBJECT to the variation of Premises License be granted
Written without prejudice

-----------

If it is not too late I think it should be noted the internal space and layout of the bar 
does not lend itself to having a disco or live band, which encourages clientele to 
congregate outside whic inturn means the volume level is increased
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Straight Road


Increase in hours for the sale of alcohol/late night refreshment:

o Prevention of crime and disorder: There is a known drug history with 
this establishment which is known to the police. It is commented on the
gazette article again, quite clearly still well known for these actions

o Prevention of public nuisance: The car park isn’t suitable if the cars are
having to park in other private areas in Straight Road, I know there 
have been issues with cars leaving rubbish and police issues with cars 
in Ash Way

o Protection of children from harm and public safety: Anywhere that 
drugs are a common practice provides a risk of harm to public safety 
and children. It’s unacceptable to feel unsafe walking near the 
establishment in late evening

 Regulated entertainment
o Prevention of crime and disorder: There is a known drug history with 

this establishment which is known to the police. It is commented on the
gazette article again, quite clearly still well known for these actions. 
This is not the location for late night live music, it is a residential area. If
the establishment did not have such a bad name or bad habits the 
community would have probably embraced this

o Prevention of public nuisance: The car park isn’t suitable if the cars are
having to park in other private areas in Straight Road, I know there 
have been issues with cars leaving rubbish and police issues with cars 
in Ash Way. The entertainment is a public nuisance, unfortunately it 
attracts clientele who hold no morals or manners, and cause issues 
within the community. Again, police records will back this up

o Protection of children from harm and public safety: Anywhere that 
drugs are a common practice provides a risk of harm to public safety 
and children. It’s unacceptable to feel unsafe walking near the 
establishment in late evening. I would not let a child in my care go near
a venue which is known for drugs and antisocial behaviour, and would 
strongly discourage any friends or family

Please find comments copied from the Colchester Gazette on release of the article:

Cool, still a good place to powder one’s nose albeit covertly these days I here, I’m 
sure the residents will be over the moon knowing that it can serve refreshments 
further into the night and attracting lots more geezers and geezer birds to share 
powder room tips and tricks ;-)

i saw no powder, wasn't aware of powder, nobody told me of any powder, i cant 
recall, sounds like the post office enquiry lol

Just booze for sale late night or is uncle Charlie hanging around the bar? The great 
quote from the trial 'I just want to offer you a line of coke. You're not police are you?'.

Refreshments ??? Don't they already offer this ?
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Shrub End Road

I have recently read an article relating to the above and its wish to extend its licence. 
Which I understand to be extended opening hours across the week and it’s live 
music licence to match. As I am very near this venue which is already next to our 
social centre, Asda garage and just 100 metres from the Berechurch Arms. I am 
wholeheartedly against this licence as I myself and family are elderly, and my 
neighbours around me. This will also add to the existing noise and anti social 
behaviour already provided by these premises. In addition to this if this licence is 
agreed, Then said premises will also want to extend their opening hours to match. To
which again I would be wholeheartedly against this in the future.

Shrub End Road

This is an unnecessary licence, Colchester already has adequate locations where 
late licences are available.   This establishment is in a residential area with nearby 
schools. Granting this licence would change the nature of the area significantly by 
attracting undue non residential late night traffic, noise and activity during a time 
when the majority of residents of the local area will be sleeping. The additional 
licensing hours would also contribute to additional litter and disruption.  We 
discovered a man sleeping in the bush outside our house in the earlier hours of last 
weekend and our garden is regularly littered with rubbish and glasses from the pub. 
If this is granted will the council agree to additional street cleaning to ensure the 
likely vomit and glass is removed prior to the school run the next day?

Gosbecks Road

I have been resident in my house for 16 years and down the years have had bottles 
and glasses broken in my front garden and on one occasion all four of my car tyres 
stabbed and flattened (along with my neighbours car) after a particularly rowdy night 
at the leather bottle.  I have witnessed many fights in the street and the noise in the 
summer keeps me awake as it is... so I strongly object to extended opening hours as
this will only cause more intoxication, meaning more noise and potential aggravation 
later into the night.  

Shrub End Road

We strongly object to the extending licensing hours for The New Leather Bottle. The 
hours are extreme and excessive for a highly-populated and usually-pleasant 
residential area. The proposed extension hours will bring discomfort and stress to 

both elderly residents and families alike, as it will attract a spill-over of clientele from 
other pubs in the area and City bringing potential anti-social issues with noise and 
disorder in the early hours of the morning when residents are asleep in bed.
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The previous history of the illegal activity with controlled substances at this Public 
House is well publicised and therefore, we strongly oppose and object to any 
application for increased trading times and services.

Gosbecks Road

The Leather Bottle pub has had its fair share of troubles over the many years I have 
lived near it.  It is situated in a highly populated area of houses, housing estates etc 
and therefore to hear music, noise and the like emitting out of there at all hours 
especially into the early morning is not warranted.  For those considering granting 
this permit then put yourselves in our place and so would you like to have this near 
your home?  We already have too much traffic around here like a lot of places and to
have even more at this venue is just too much.  It will attract all and sundry and the 
noise that will probably be created coming from this place by the patrons either by 
excessive drink etc or leaving the premises by foot or car is unacceptable let alone 
the noise from the music and in the summer months when windows are open even 
more so.   It is just too near so many homes and people trying to enjoy their own 
evening or even being in bed by then.  Residential means just that....occupied by 
residents so to consider such a permit is outlandish, unwanted, unwarranted and 
complete madness.  Why is it even being considered?  Common sense needs to be 
applied here.  What happened to 'majority rules'?  There are thousands more 
residents than those of the Leather Bottle who will be affected.  Pleasing a few at the
cost of thousands.  Really?

Greystones Close

The idea of extending the opening hours of this pub causes much concern to me and
my neighbours due to the likelihood of noise and disturbance not only from the live 
music events, but from people drinking longer and leaving later. This is a relatively 
quiet residential area and we already suffer when individual events are held. The 
proposed extension to opening hours might be well suited to a pub in the city centre, 
but not here in a residential area. Other neighbours have expressed concern that the
pub's former reputation as a place to buy and sell drugs may also mean addicts 
visiting late at night in the hope of scoring a fix. We already suffer a lot of broken 
glasses and bottles along Shrub End Road... please don't make it any worse!

Ash Way

I object to this extension of licenced hours as a resident/neighbour of the Leather 
Bottle on account of the noise and disturbance that occurs near my house during the
pubs opening times. I am concerned about this being extended further into 
unsociable hours. Patrons of the leather bottle already clog up our car park, and I 
have observed patrons coming into the car park to use, buy and sell drugs. I have 
been approached outside of my house and asked if I have 'ket' and the individual 
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returned to the pub after. There have been incidents where ambulances have been 
called to Ash Way in the small hours of the morning which is disruptive to our sleep. I
am concerned that this is the situation currently, and a later licence will exacerbate 
this. 

Residents are fearful of the owners/regulars of the LB on account of the poor 
behaviour exhibited by its patrons and what seems to be no effort to remedy it on 
their part. It's a shame as I would love to be able to go to the pub but it's not an 
inviting environment for local people when this behaviour is ongoing.

Shrub End Road

There is enough trouble as it is.

With later opening time can only see this becoming more of a problem.

I have a disabled husband and would not like the added stress.

Shrub End Road

Concerned about noise, violence and drugs. The pub has a past history of all of 
these things. Although the management has changed hands, the clientele remains 
the same. It is not a pleasant place to frequent. The need for further hours is 
unnecessary and I do not believe a late night club is required outside of the city 
centre. I often find evidence of drinking on my property (I.e glasses) and believe this 
will only get worse.

Ash Way

I am sending this email to 'Object' to the recent 'Variation of Licence Application' you
have received from The New Leather Bottle.

Of course, 'Applicants' are entitled to apply, and I know the past has no bearing on 
the recent Application, but I do hope careful consideration will be given due to the 
past experience we have all had to endure.  It was originally 'Closed Down' for a 
reason, in which you are fully aware, and in which the Police were involved. 

This is a quiet 'Residential' area and I could understand if it was based in 
Colchester High Street, amongst all the other night life, but this is in a 'Residential' 
area!  What benefit would it be for the premises to stay open until 1.00am in the 
morning?  There is nothing else like this in the vicinity and for customers to leave at 
that time in the morning, under the influence, would not only be a 
nuisance/disturbance to local residents, because of the noise, but also a public 
safety issue. 
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Already, when 'Live Music' is played, you can hear the constant 'under beat' of the 
music which is not be acceptable until 1.00am when people are trying to sleep. It is 
not only the noise of the music but also when people leave the establishment in 
these early hours, under the influence, and have no respect for the local community. 
As the Car Park does not house that many cars they tend to park in other areas, 
including 'Private' places, where they tend to clear out their cars of all their rubbish 
and not only that you get the head lights from the cars in peoples windows; not that 
they should be driving anyway!

 With the past antisocial behaviour, and the known drug problems, it is not a safe 
place where anyone wants to be in the evenings. Regulations and Conditions have 
previously been applied, even by the Environmental Health Department, but who 
actually checks these are being adhered too?

 The Police are full aware of all that has gone on in the past and allowing the 
'Application' to be passed is already causing great distress to the local community 
regarding the outcome after all they have been through before. We are the ones that 
live here and will have to suffer the consequences.

 All we can hope for is that very careful consideration is given to the 'Application'.

Straight Road

There has been significant difficulty for local residents seeking to obtain the 
necessary information about the current application from the Council’s website as 
the Notices regarding the application for a Variation to a Premises Licence refer to 
‘The Leather Bottle’ which show no results. The correct name of the premises now 
seems to be ‘The New Leather Bottle’. A simple error but something which has 
caused much confusion and perhaps you can confirm whether you consider the 
appropriate notice has been served. Furthermore, the proposed Variation of the 
licensing hours has been further amended, but this also does not seem to be on the 
Council’s website. 
 
The Council’s website states under Premises Details that the name of the Licence 
Holder is Paul Hillier with a Licence date of 6th May 2022. This is repeated in the 
Notice. However, the most recent application for a Premises Licence was in the 
name of Maxine Burch and this is repeated as the Applicant for a Variation. Perhaps 
there has been an administrative error but we have been advised that Maxine Burch 
no longer has any connection with The New Leather Bottle. We were informed in 
February 2023 that the Premises Licence had been transferred to Mr Paul Hillier 
without the need for any public consultation.
 
A Land Registry search reveals that the freeholder of ‘The Leather Bottle’ as it was 
previously known is Quirebuild Limited (QL) (Company Registration No. 1873512) 
and that the property was acquired in August 2013. A search at Companies House 
shows that the sole director of QL is Paul Carey Hiller and the controlling 
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shareholder is Paul Hiller both with the same month and year of birth which would 
suggest this is one and the same person. The Premise Licence Holder is shown as 
Paul Hillier which is a very similar name to the director and shareholder of QL. If we 
were to suppose that this is also one and the same person then it would appear that 
the Premises Licence is defective and therefore the Variation Application. In the 
alternative the records at Companies House are defective or it is in indeed two 
different people. In the circumstances, perhaps the Council could investigate the 
matter and confirm whether it is one and the same person or indeed two different 
people. We believe this would bring some clarity to a somewhat confusing situation.
 
As you are fully aware, the New Leather Bottle has had a very chequered history in 
recent years, including a Police raid which resulted in its closure. This has occurred 
under the ownership of QL with Paul Hiller as the sole director. We believe that it 
would be appropriate to take into account the ownership of the New Leather Bottle in
determining any variations or otherwise to the Premises Licence.
 
In May 2022, when a Premises Licence was granted to Maxine Burch, there were 
some very clear and succinct conditions that were put in place by the Council that 
needed to be adhered to in relation to this permission, to the operation of the pub. 
Whilst Ms Burch clearly did her best to adhere to these conditions, since her 
departure in December 2022, we are sad to say that these conditions are regularly 
breached and ignored.
 
For example, condition 16 states as follows:
All windows and external doors shall be kept closed after 21:00, or at any time when 
regulated entertainment takes place, except for the immediate access and egress of 
persons. Staff should check periodically to ensure compliance.
 
Unfortunately, this particular condition has been breached on numerous occasions 
with an unbearable level of noise, and we are able to provide time stamped video 
evidence should proof of this breach be required. The noise level when events are 
being held is so disruptive to the wellbeing of local residents that one neighbour has 
taken to going away when events have been scheduled.
 
It is clear that the Licence Holder of The New Leather Bottle has not even complied 
with conditions of the current licence and therefore allowing any further extension of 
the licencing hours would only exacerbate the existing issues and add to the 
continued disruption that local residents face. This would in turn be disastrous for all 
those living in this area. Under no circumstances should any music or dance 
activities be allowed outside of the building.
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing we believe there are sufficient grounds for the existing
Premises Licence to be revoked through consistent non-compliance.
 
We therefore sincerely urge the Licencing Team to refuse the application including 
any variation thereto and not allow any extension to the opening hours at The New 
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Leather Bottle Public House. We would also ask that the Council enforces 
compliance with the conditions of the existing Premises Licence.
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Straight Road

Ash Way

Extending the hours is a terrible idea. Its a residential area, backing on to houses in 
an old un-soundproofed building. Live an recorded music should be ending at 11pm 
to give the local residents some respite. The reputation is bad enough already 
without attracting more people in need of a fix after 11pm.  Drunk people sing their 
way down Straight Road as it is.  The owners are allegedly behind on their rent and 
the place has rottweilers running around hassling people inside as it is. It has a drink 
drive problem with existing patrons which will get worse. The premises/location  is 
not suitable for late night/early morning revelry and the owners are not responsible. 
Pay it a visit one evening and see for yourselves.



The New Leather Bottle – Representations Appendix 2

Gosbecks Road,

Not the right place for late night music in a residential area with lots of neighbouring 
properties. 

The noise would not be acceptable and could also create anti social behaviour.


