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Key Headlines from the 2021 – 2022 AMR 
 

In Colchester, the population size has increased by 11.3%, from around 173,100 in 
2011 to 192,700 in 2021. This is higher than the overall increase for England 

(6.6%), where the population grew by nearly 3.5 million to 56,489,800. 

 
Colchester was successful in its Town Deal bid and awarded £18.2M in March  

2021 to put towards a range of initiatives - to support inclusive economic growth, 
connectivity and quality of life in Colchester Town 

 
 

Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community Development Plan Document 
(DPD) was subject to public consultation for 6 weeks from 14 March 2022 to 25 

April 2022 
 
 

West Mersea Neighbourhood Plan Examination commenced in October 2021. The 
Examiner Recommended proceeding to referendum in December 2021 and the 

Plan was made (adopted) in March 2022 
 

Marks Tey Neighbourhood Plan Examination commenced in August 2021. The 
Examiner recommended proceeding to referendum in October 2021 and the Plan 

was made (adopted) in March 2022 

 
1,034 new dwellings were built in Colchester Borough 

 
 

117 affordable houses were built in Colchester Borough (of which 72 homes were 
acquired by the Council) 

 
 

In 2021/22, the Council transferred £75,738.73 of RAMS contributions to 
Chelmsford City Council. 

 
 
The Council was successful in a further bid to Defra for £243.7k to carry out Phase 

2 of the CAReless pollution campaign. 

Key headlines to be noted that occurred outside the AMR monitoring period: 
 

Section 2 Colchester Local Plan adopted by Full Council on 4 July 2022 
 

Colchester awarded City Status with Colchester Borough Council becoming 
Colchester City Council on 23 November 2022 
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1. Introduction 
 
Background to the Report 
 

1.1 This Authority Monitoring Report (AMR) contains information about the extent to 
which the Council’s planning policy objectives are being achieved. The monitoring 
indicators and monitoring of policies cover the period from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 
2022. However, further information from outside of this period is included, particularly 
within the overview and context sections, to reflect the latest information. 
 

1.2 The Localism Act removed the requirement for Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to 
produce an annual monitoring report for Government, but it did retain an overall duty 
to monitor planning policies. Authorities can now choose which targets and indicators 
to include in their monitoring reports as long as they are in line with the relevant UK 
legislation. Their primary purpose is to share the performance and achievements of 
the Council’s planning service with the local community. The monitoring report also 
needs to demonstrate how councils are meeting the requirement to cooperate with 
other authorities on strategic issues.  
 
Monitoring Information 
 

1.3 The AMR includes information on the progress the Council is making in a number of 
key areas. The information provided reflects the monitoring requirements set forth in 
the Localism Act 2010, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and 
associated regulations and guidance. The format focuses on key areas of delivery, 
including monitoring progress in plan making and in assessing the success of 
policies concerned with delivery of housing and employment development.  
 

1.4 Additionally, the AMR includes relevant measurable indicators for the thematic areas 
covered by the Local Plan of transport and accessibility; environment and rural 
communities; and energy, resources, waste water and recycling.  

 
1.5 Following changes to the way in which data is reported, certain policies within the 

Core Strategy being considered out of date (Policies SD1, H1 and ENV1 notably) 
and changes to the Use Class Order in September 2020, a number of indicators 
have been removed from this iteration of the AMR as they are no longer considered 
relevant. These include monitoring of percentage of different development types on 
brownfield land and amount of floor space developed for employment, leisure and 
town centre uses.  

 
1.6 As the AMR largely reports on data over the last financial year (1 April 2021 to 31 

March 2022) the AMR measures progress on the adopted Local Plan for that time, 
which was the Section 1 Colchester Local Plan 2021, Core Strategy 2010 (amended 
2014), Site Allocations DPD 2010, Development Policies DPD 2010 (amended 2014) 
and Proposals Maps 2010.  

 
1.7 The Section 1 Colchester Local Plan was adopted in February 2021, indicators from 

this local plan have been added although it is not possible to monitor the policies 
relating to the Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community Development Plan 
Document (DPD) as it has not yet been examined and subsequently adopted. The 
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AMR for 2023 is likely to be updated to include the remaining indicators from the 
Section 1 Local Plan. 

 
1.8 The Section 2 Colchester Local Plan was adopted in July 2022 which falls outside 

the monitoring period of this AMR. The 2023 AMR will be reviewed and updated in 
order to reflect the policies and targets within the new Colchester Local Plan.  
 
Local Plan Progress 
 

1.9 Information on the timetable for preparation and adoption of the Development Plan 
Documents is contained in the Local Development Scheme (LDS) which is updated 
on a regular basis, most recently June 2021.  

 
1.10 The development of a new Local Plan has involved an initial Issues and Options 

consultation, carried out in January/February 2015; a Preferred Options document 
consultation, carried out from 9 July - 16 September 2016; and a Publication Draft 
Consultation carried out from 16 June – 11 August 2017. The plan is comprised of a 
strategic Section 1 which provides policies shared by Braintree, Colchester and 
Tendring Councils along with a locally specific Section 2 which contains policies and 
allocations specific to Colchester.  Both sections of the Local Plan were submitted to 
the Planning Inspectorate in October 2017.  

 
1.11 The Shared Strategic Section 1 Local Plan 2013 to 2033 was adopted in February 

2021. 
 

1.12 Following conclusion of the Section 1 Local Plan Examination, the Section 2 Local 
Plan Examination Hearing Sessions were held over a two week period in April 2021. 
Following this, the Inspector recommended the modifications to the Section 2 Local 
Plan he considers necessary for the plan to be considered ‘sound’. These 
modifications were subject to public consultation for six weeks from 4 October to 18 
November 2021. The Inspector’s Final Report was received on 19 May 2022, which 
concluded that the plan met the legal requirements and subject to the modifications, 
was ‘sound’. The Section 2 Local Plan was adopted by Full Council on 4 July 2022. 
 

1.13 Further information regarding the Section 2 Local Plan can be found in Chapter 4. 
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2. Statistical Profile of Colchester 
 

2.1 The Borough of Colchester is located in North East Essex, bordered by Braintree 
District, Tendring District, Maldon District and Babergh District Councils. The 
borough is diverse with the main town being Colchester, other large settlements 
include Stanway, Tiptree, West Mersea and Wivenhoe, and large areas of 
countryside. Table 1 below summaries key statistics for the Borough of Colchester.  
 

Table 1: Statistical Profile of Colchester 
 

Indicator Data Source 
POPULATION 

Total Population (2021) 192,700 Population estimates, 
ONS 

Population Rank  99th out of 309 Local 
Authorities  2021 Census (ONS) 

Population Density  587 people per square 
Kilometre  2021 Census (ONS) 

Population Increase since 
2011 Census  11.3% 2021 Census (ONS)  

HOUSING 

Number of dwellings 83,268 as at 1st April 
2021 

Department of Levelling 
Up Housing and 

Communities (DLUHC) 
live tables 

Total new homes 
delivered (2021/22) 1,034 Colchester Borough 

Council 

Affordable Homes 
delivered (2021/22) 

117 (of which 72 homes 
were acquired by the 

Council). 

Registered Providers 
Returns 

Number of households  79,700 2021 Census (ONS) 
Average household price 

(£) £312,927 as at April 2022 Hometrack 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lower quartile house/flat 
price (£) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

£222,500 as at April 2022 
 

 
 
 

Hometrack 
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Indicator Data Source 

Total Empty Properties 
1(classified as empty for 
Council Tax purposes) 

There were 1,916 empty 
properties as at April 

2022 
(1,791 privately owned or 

owned by Registered 
Providers and 125 owned 

by CBC) 

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Length of time Total 
Empty Properties have 

been empty 

0 – 6 months  1008 
7 – 12 months 382 
1 – 2 years  327 
2 – 5 years  137 
5+ years   62 

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Households on the 
Housing Register 

As at 31st March 2022 
there were 2,885 

households 
Gateway to Homechoice 

Homelessness 
households 

For the year 2021-22 
CBC accepted a full 

homeless duty for 177 
households. Action was 

taken to prevent 
homelessness for 190 

households and relieved 
homelessness for 108 

households.  

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Households in temporary 
accommodation 

As at 31st March 2022 
there were 230 

households in temporary 
accommodation 

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Further information on 
housing in Colchester 

Colchester Housing 
Strategy 

 
 
 
Housing Strategy 2022-27  

· Colchester Borough 
Council 

 
 
 

 
1 These figures also include properties that fall under the exemption categories. Empty properties may be exempt 
if they: 

 are owned by a charity (these are exempt for up to 6 months) 
 are left empty by someone who has gone into prison 
 are left empty by someone who has moved to give personal care, or who has moved to receive personal 

care 
 are waiting for probate or letters of administration to be granted (after someone has died) and for up to 

six months after 
 have been repossessed 
 are the responsibility of a trustee on behalf of someone who is bankrupt 
 have no-one allowed to live in them by law 
 are waiting to be lived in by a minister of religion. 
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Indicator Data Source 
EMPLOYMENT 

Economically active 
population 97,000 (June 2022) Annual population survey, 

ONS 
In employment 94,900  As above 

Total employees 86,600 As above 
Self-employed 8,300 As above 

Unemployed (model-
based) 2,900 As above 

Universal Credit 
(including Job Seekers 

Allowance) 

4,750 (3.8% of individuals 
aged 16-64)   

(September 2021) 
Claimant count, ONS 

Economically inactive 
population 29,700 Annual Population 

Survey, ONS 

Full-time 
employees 50,000 (2021) 

Business Register and 
Employment Survey, 

ONS 
Part-time 
employees 31,000 (2021) As above 

Number of businesses 
(total) 

7,415 Enterprises 
(2022), accounting for 

8,650“Local units” 

Inter Departmental 
Business Register (ONS) 

Visitor trips numbers 

4,574,000 Day trips; 
151,000 Staying visitor 

trips; 
450,000 Staying visitor 

nights. 

Cambridge Model to 
measure Economic 

Impact of Tourism on 
Colchester Borough 2021 

Visitor spend/value £259.3 million 

Cambridge Model to 
measure Economic 

Impact of Tourism on 
Colchester Borough 2021 

Tourism related 
employment 5176 

Cambridge Model to 
measure Economic 

Impact of Tourism on 
Colchester Borough 2021 

Further information on 
Colchester’s economy 

Colchester Economic 
Strategy 

 
 

Annual Economic Report 
2020/21 

 
 
 
https://www.colchester.go
v.uk/info/cbc-
article/?catid=our-council-
strategies&id=KA-01485  
 
 
CAER-2020-21.pdf 
(colchesterultraready.co.u
k) 
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Indicator Data Source 
ENVIRONMENT 

Area of Ancient 
Woodland 573 ha Ancient Woodland 

Inventory 
Number of houses at risk 

from surface water 
flooding within Critical 

Drainage Areas 

418 
(1 in 100 years event risk 

level) 

Surface Water 
Management Plan Action 

Plan Update 2018 

Number of 
Neighbourhood Plans 

7 adopted  
(Myland and Braiswick, 

Boxted, Wivenhoe, West 
Bergholt and Eight Ash 
Green, Marks Tey and 

West Mersea) 
 

2 at Examination stage 
(Tiptree and Copford with 

Easthorpe) 
 

1 area designation  
(Great Horkesley) 

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Number of Air Quality 
Management Areas 

 
3 (Central Corridors, 
East Colchester and 

Stanway) 
 

Colchester Borough 
Council 

Number of Conservation 
Areas 24 Colchester Borough 

Council 
Number of Listed 

Buildings and Scheduled 
Monuments 

1,609 Historic England 

Number of listings on 
Heritage at Risk Register 9 Historic England 

Number of Historic Parks 
& Gardens 3 Historic England 

Nationally designated 
sites Special Sites of 

Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

9 SSSIs- Marks Tey 
Brickpit, Upper Colne 

Marshes, Roman River, 
Abberton Reservoir, 
Blackwater Estuary, 

Tiptree Heath, Bullock 
Wood, Cattawade 

Marshes and Wivenhoe 
Gravel Pit 

Natural England 
 

Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) 1 (Dedham Vale AONB) Colchester Borough 

Council 



Authority Monitoring Report 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

7 
 

Indicator Data Source 

Internationally Designated 
Sites (Special Areas of 

Conservation – SAC and 
Special Protection Area – 

SPA) 

Essex Estuaries SAC  

Environment Agency Colne Estuary SPA  
Abberton Reservoir SPA 
Blackwater Estuary SPA  

 

2021 Census   

2.2 The first phase of population data from the 2021 Census was released in June 2022. 
Phases 2 and 3 expected to release further data from early 2022 and Spring 2023. 
 

2.3 In Colchester, the population size has increased by 11.3%, from around 173,100 in 
2011 to 192,700 in 2021. This is higher than the overall increase for England (6.6%), 
where the population grew by nearly 3.5 million to 56,489,800. 
 

2.4 Nearby areas like Maldon and Tendring have seen their populations increase by 
around 7.4% and 7.3%, respectively, while others such as Braintree saw an increase 
of 5.5% and Babergh saw smaller growth of 5.2%. 

 

       
Figure 1: Population change local authority surrounding Colchester between 2011 

and 2021 
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2.5 At 11.3%, Colchester's population increase is higher than the increase for the East 
of England (8.3%). 
 

 
Figure 2: Population change of selected local authority areas in the East of England 

between 2011 and 2021 
 
 

2.6 In 2021, Colchester ranked 99th for total population out of 309 local authority areas 
in England, moving up six places in a decade. 

Figure 3: Population rank of Colchester at the time of the 2011 and 2021 Censuses 
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2.7 As of 2021, Colchester is the 19th most densely populated in the East of England's 
45 local authority areas, with around four people living on each football pitch-sized 
area of land. 
 

2.8 In Colchester there has been an increase of 25.6% in people aged 65 years and 
over, an increase of 7.0% in people aged 15 to 64 years, and an increase of 15.3% 
in children aged under 15 years. 
 

2.9 Further information regarding the first release of Census 2021 data for Colchester 
Borough is available via the Census Website. 
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3. Duty to Cooperate 
 

3.1 The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 
require that the LPA’s monitoring report must give details of what action has been 
taken during the monitoring year to satisfy the duty to cooperate. CBC has met this 
requirement by holding a number of meetings on cross-border, sub-regional and 
regional issues with relevant stakeholders.   

 
Colchester Local Plan  
 

3.2 The Duty to Cooperate Statement (October 2017) details how the Council has 
undertaken to co-operate with relevant public sector bodies on strategic matters. 
While the format of the statement primarily considers the Duty to Co-operate in the 
context of the joint approach to strategic plan-making found in Section 1, the 
statement also fully addresses the requirement for the Council to demonstrate 
cooperation in its own right in relation to Section 2. Partners include but are not 
limited to district/borough/city councils, the County Council, Essex-wide bodies such 
as the Essex Planning Officers’ Association and Essex Chief Executives’ 
Association, North Essex Garden Communities Ltd. Board and the Haven Gateway 
Partnership covering north-east Essex and south-west Suffolk. 
 

3.3 In November 2016, Colchester Borough Council signed a Memorandum of 
Cooperation with Braintree and Tendring District Councils and Essex County Council 
confirming that the Councils are collaborating on joint Local Plan work to identify an 
agreed strategic approach to the allocation and distribution of large-scale housing 
led mixed use development, including employment opportunities and infrastructure 
provision, in the form of Garden Communities.  
 

3.4 Cooperation around the production of an evidence base has included the Council’s 
participation in Essex-wide work on population forecasts and on a Gypsy and 
Traveller Accommodation Assessment. The Council jointly commissioned work to 
establish an Objectively Assessed Housing Need target along with Braintree, 
Chelmsford and Tendring to provide a consistent approach to the development of 
identifying housing need across local authority boundaries.  

 
3.5 Various updates to the evidence base documents including those jointly 

commissioned, have occurred throughout the Local Plan process. A collaborative 
approach by Colchester Borough Council, Braintree District Council and Tendring 
District Council known as the North Essex Authorities (NEAs) continued throughout 
the examination of the Section 1 Local Plan. 
 

3.6 In the Section 1 Inspector’s Final Report (10 December 2020) he concluded that 
each of the NEAs has met the duty to cooperate in preparation of the Section 1 Local 
Plan.  
 

3.7 During the Section 2 Local Plan Examination, several Statements of Common 
Ground (SoCG) have been agreed between the Council and various stakeholders. 
These can be found on the Examination website.  
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3.8 The Section 2 Inspector’s Final Report (19 May 2022) concludes that there are no 
other cross boundary issues with neighbouring authorities and other organisations 
which have not been considered through the Section 1 Examination. The Inspector 
found that the duty to cooperate in preparation of the Section 2 Local Plan has been 
met.  
 
Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community Development Plan Document 
(DPD) 
 

3.9 Following adoption of the Section 1 Local Plan, the NEAs have continued to work 
together to prepare the Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community 
Development Plan Document (DPD).  
 

3.10 This has included commissioning evidence base documents and a range of officer 
workshops and regular meetings around a number of topics including transport, 
Masterplanning, public consultation and engagement and a general planning working 
group.  

 
3.11 Councillors also regularly meet and are updated through briefings and monthly 

email updates.  
 

3.12 As part of the evidence base to support the DPD, the NEAs will produce an 
updated Duty to Cooperate Statement to outline how the duty has been met through 
the production of the DPD.  
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4. 2021-22 Progress on Plan Preparation 
 

4.1 The current Local Development Scheme (LDS) sets out the programme for plan 
preparation from 2021 to 2024. This is available on the Council’s website and a 
summary chart is included at Appendix C.  
 

4.2 The LDS was updated in June 2021. The table below summarises the progress of 
the Development Plan Documents and identifies key milestones.   

Table 2: Local Development Scheme Progress 
 

Development 
Plan Document 

Progress / Current stage 
Comments 

Target Date/ 
Key Milestones 

New Local Plan Issues & Options Consultation 
Feb/March 2015 

 
Preferred Options Draft and 

Consultation July-September 2016 
 

Submission Plan Consultation June-
August 2017 

 
Submission to PINs 9 October 2017 

 
Section 1 

 
Examination Hearing Sessions from 16 

January to 25 January 2018 
 

Additional Hearing Session 9 May 
2018 

 
Letters from Inspector received 8 June 

2018, 27 June 2018 and 2 August 
2018 

 
Technical Public Consultation on 

updated evidence base documents  
19 August - 30 September 2019 

 
Further Examination Hearings 

Sessions (Section One) from 14 - 30 
January 2020 

 
Letter from Inspector 15 May 2020 

 
Main Modifications Consultation  

27 August to 9 October 2020 
 

Section 1 Local Plan 
Adopted February 

2021 
 

Section 2 Local Plan 
Adopted July 2022 
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Development 
Plan Document 

Progress / Current stage 
Comments 

Target Date/ 
Key Milestones 

Inspectors Final Report received 10 
December 2020 

 
Adoption by Full Council 1 February 

2021 
 

Section 2 
 
Examination Hearing Sessions from 20 

April to 30 April 2021 
 

Main Modifications Consultation from 4 
October to 18 November 2021 

 
Inspectors Final Report received 19 

May 2022 
 

Adoption by Full Council 4 July 2022 
(out of the Monitoring period) 

 
Joint Strategic 
Growth DPD 

Planning Framework Document related 
to strategic allocation for new 
development at the Tendring 
Colchester Borders Garden 

Community. Will need to be aligned 
with Section 1 Local Plan and comply 

with Duty to Co-operate with 
neighbouring authorities. 

 
Issues and Options Consultation 

November 2017 to February 2018 
 

Draft approved by members of the 
TCBGC Joint Committee agreed to 

progress to public consultation  
 

Public Consultation on Draft DPD 
(Regulation 18)   

14 March – 25 April 2022 
 

Reviewing consultation comments, 
updating evidence base and prepare 

final version of DPD 
 

Member approval for 
draft DPD 

Consultation 
Regulation 18 

Commenced March 
2022 

 
Regulation 19 

Consultation Winter 
2022/2023 

 
Adoption 

Summer/Autumn 
2023 

Planning 
Obligations SPD 

Presentation at Local Plan Committee 
December 2019 

 

Work to recommence 
early 2023 with view 
to adopt by end of 

2023  
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Development 
Plan Document 

Progress / Current stage 
Comments 

Target Date/ 
Key Milestones 

Consultation 24 January to 9 March 
2020 

 
Work to recommence early 2023 

Affordable 
Housing SPD 

Initial draft prepared for member 
approval for public consultation 

 
Presentation at Local Plan Committee 

December 2019 
 

Consultation 24 January to 9 March 
2020 

 
Presentation at Local Plan Committee 

October 2022 
 

Public Consultation  
20 October – 2 December 2022 

 
 

Following conclusion 
of consultation, work 
to review responses 

and update SPD. 
 

Presentation at Local 
Plan Committee for 
adoption early 2023 

Self and Custom 
Build and 
Specialist 

Housing SPD 

Initial draft prepared for member 
approval for public consultation 

 
Presentation at Local Plan Committee 

December 2019 
 

Consultation 24 January to 9 March 
2020 

 
Following consultation, decision made 
to review and reconsult once Section 2 

Local Plan adopted  
 

Work to recommence Winter 2022/23 

Presentation to Local 
Plan Committee 
during 2023/24 

Climate Change 
SPD 

Work commenced Autumn 2022 
 

Initial workshop with members Winter 
2022 

Presentation to Local 
Plan Committee 

Spring 2023 
 
 

Biodiversity SPD Work commenced Autumn 2022 
 

Initial workshop with members Winter 
2022 

Presentation to Local 
Plan Committee 

Spring 2023 

Statement of 
Community 
Involvement 

(SCI) 

Statement of Community Involvement 
Updated in July 2020 to reflect specific 

requirements arising from national 
guidance and procedures on dealing 

with Covid-19 implications.  

Will consider need 
for review annually 
and/or in line with 
national policy and 

guidance.  
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Section 2 Colchester Local Plan 

 
4.3 Following the Section 1 Inspectors Letter of May 2020, the Planning Inspectorate 

appointed two Inspectors to examine the Section 2 Colchester Local Plan. The 
Inspectors were Jameson Bridgwater PGDiTP MRTPI and Anne Jordan BA (Hons) 
MRTPI.  

 
4.4 The Inspector issued Matters, Issues and Questions on 15 March 2021 to set out 

the topic of the hearing sessions, the issues of consideration and the questions 
which require further information. The Inspector requested hearing statements were 
received via the Programme Officer by 6 April 2021.  

 
4.5 Hearing sessions were held for 6 days virtually via Zoom between Tuesday 20 April 

and Thursday 29 April 2021. Each hearing session was live streamed on the 
Council’s YouTube channel, in a similar way to the Council’s virtual committee 
meetings. 

 
4.6 The Inspector confirmed his recommended ‘Main Modifications’ he considers 

necessary for soundness to the Section 2 Local Plan in September 2021.  
 

4.7 The Main Modifications recommended by the Inspector were published for a six 
week public consultation from 4 October to 18 November 2021. Officers sent all valid 
representations to the Inspector for his consideration.  
 

4.8 On 19 May 2022, the Council received the Inspectors' Final Report on the 
Examination of the Colchester Local Plan 2017-2033 (Section 2). The Inspectors' 
Report concludes that subject to a number of main modifications, set out in the 
Appendix to their report, the Colchester Local Plan 2017-2033 Section 2 is sound, 
legally compliant and capable of adoption. 
 

4.9 Local Plan Committee on 13 June 2022, recommended to Full Council that the 
modified Section 2 Local Plan was adopted. 

 
4.10 Full Council adopted the Colchester Borough Local Plan Section 2 Plan on 4 July 

2022. 
 

4.11 Further information can be found on the Council’s Examination Website.  
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Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community Development Plan Document 
(DPD) 

 
4.12 Following the approval from the members of the Tendring Colchester Borders 

Garden Community (TCBGC) joint committee at their first meeting in February 2022, 
a public consultation was held for six weeks for members of the public and 
stakeholders to have their say on a Draft Plan (or Development Plan Document). 
The Consultation commenced on 14 March 2022 and concludes on 25 April 2022.  
 

4.13 The Draft Plan for the TCBGC contains policies, visions, and a preferred 
masterplan layout option for the development. The policies in the Draft Plan include: 
Development at the Garden Community; Land Uses and Spatial Approach; 
Community and Social Infrastructure; Buildings, Places and Character; Economic 
Activity and Employment; Movement and Connections; Sustainable Infrastructure; 
Nature; and Infrastructure Delivery and Impact Mitigation. 

 
4.14 The Councils will take into account the comments made, commission further 

evidence including a strategic masterplan, and consider what updates are required 
to work towards the final submission version of the plan. This submission version will 
then be published for another consultation (Regulation 19), before it is submitted to 
the Secretary of State for ‘Examination in Public’. Once the Plan is formally adopted 
by the Councils, any future planning applications to develop the Garden Community 
must conform to the policies set out in the Plan.  
 
Neighbourhood Plans 
 

4.15 Neighbourhood planning has remained high on the national government’s agenda 
since regulations were introduced in 2012. Revisions to the Neighbourhood Planning 
Regulations in January 2018, the revised NPPF (July 2021) and changes to the 
National planning practice guidance in May 2019 continue to demonstrate the 
importance of Neighbourhood Plans (NPs) for housing provision and local planning 
matters. 
 

4.16 A number of Neighbourhood Plans have progressed during the monitoring period. 
Table 3 summarises the current position of NPs within the Borough.  
 

4.17 During the 2021-22 monitoring period the following has occurred: 
 

 Marks Tey Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Consultation held from 22 
February to 5 April 2021; 

 Marks Tey Neighbourhood Plan Examination commenced in August 2021. 
The Examiner recommended proceeding to referendum in October 2021 and 
the Plan was made (adopted) in March 2022; 

 West Mersea Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Consultation held from 20 
July to 3 September 2021;  

 West Mersea Neighbourhood Plan Examination commenced in October 2021.  
The Examiner Recommended proceeding to referendum in December 2021 
and the Plan was made (adopted) in March 2022; 
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 Copford with Easthorpe Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation 
commenced 7 December to 18 January 2022; 

 Tiptree Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation held from 11 March 
to 1 May 2022; and 

 Myland and Braiswick Review commenced mid-2021. A resident’s survey was 
carried out in early 2022, with the Regulation 14 consultation commencing in 
August/Sept 2022.   
 

4.18 The following key milestones have occurred in the next monitoring period (2022/23) 
but for completeness have also been recorded in this report: 
 

 Great Horkesley Neighbourhood Plan area designated in June 2022; 
 Copford Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Consultation held from 4 August 

to 19 September 2022. Examination commenced in October 2022; and 
 Tiptree Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Consultation held from 30 August 

to 12 October 2022. Examination commenced in October 2022. 
 

Table 3: Neighbourhood Plans Progress 
 

 
Neighbourhood 

Plan 
 

Area 
Designated Current Stage 

Boxted October 
2012 

Adopted December 2016, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making. 

Myland and 
Braiswick 

January 
2013 

Adopted December 2016, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making. 

 
Plan review commenced mid 2021. A 

resident’s survey was carried out in early 
2022.  

 
The Regulation 14 Consultation was held in 

August/Sept 2022  

Wivenhoe July 2013 

 Adopted May 2019, part of the Development 
Plan used for decision making.  

 
Considering scope of plan review.  

West Bergholt July 2013 

 Adopted October 2019, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making. 

 
Considering scope of plan review.  

Eight Ash Green June 2015 Adopted December 2019, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making. 

Marks Tey September 
2015 

Adopted March 2022, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making. 
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Neighbourhood 

Plan 
 

Area 
Designated Current Stage 

West Mersea November 
2016 

Adopted March 2022, part of the 
Development Plan used for decision making.  

Tiptree February 
2015 

The Tiptree Neighbourhood Plan 
recommenced work at the Regulation 14 

stage. Consultation held from 11 March to 1 
May 2022. 

 
Regulation 16 Consultation held from 30 

August to 12 October 2022.  
 

Examination commenced October 2022. 

Copford with 
Easthorpe May 2015 

Regulation 14 Consultation held from 7 
December 2021 to 18th January 2022 

 
Regulation 16 Consultation held from 4 

August to 19 September 2022 

Examination commenced in October 2022. 

Great Horkesley  June 2022 Evidence gathering and plan preparation 

Great Tey June 2017 Evidence gathering and plan preparation. 

Messing July 2013 Work abandoned. No active NHP group 
currently. 

Stanway June 2014 Work abandoned. No active NHP group 
currently.  
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5. Planning Applications 
 

Planning 
Applications 
Indicator 1 

Record of planning decisions including 
appeals 

Section 1 CLP 
Policy SP1 

 
 

5.1 The level of planning applications provides a useful backdrop against which the 
effects of policies can be considered. Table 4 below summarises planning 
applications determined in this monitoring period.  
 

Table 4: Planning Applications Summary 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

Planning Applications from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
The number of applications received (major, 
minor and other) 1,982 

The number of applications approved  1,613 

The number of applications refused 220 

The number of appeals made  48 

The number of appeals allowed 9 (0 Partial,1 Withdrawn & 30 
Dismissed) 

The number of departures 0 

Minor applications decided within 8 weeks 95% 

Major applications decided within 13 weeks 100% 
 
 

5.2 The total number of applications (major, minor and others i.e. change of use and 
listed building consent) received between 1 April 2021 and 31 March 2022 of 1,982 
shows an increase on last year’s total of 1,535. This figure however does not include 
all applications i.e. discharge of condition and preliminary inquiries.  
 

5.3 Decision rates remain high with 95% of minor applications decided within 8 weeks; a 
slight increase from the previous figure of 94% recorded in the previous year. 
 

5.4 Performance in the major applications category has increased from 98% in 2020/21 
to 100% in this monitoring period. This is higher than the previous two monitoring 
years (2019/20) of 95% and (2018/19) and demonstrates that year on year majority 
of applications are being determined with all applications being dealt with in this 
monitoring period within the specified decision time limits.   

 
5.5 Overall, it can be seen that the Council’s implementation of project management 

measures for applications, including pre-application advice and Planning 
Performance Agreements have and continue to enhance consistency and quality in 
processing applications. 
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6. Key Theme: Housing Indicators 
 
Overview 
 

6.1 In line with the NPPF, the Council is required to ensure sufficient housing land is 
supplied to meet local housing needs. The Council has developed an Objectively 
Assessed Need (OAN) target for the Colchester Local Plan of 920 houses a year 
which takes into account the requirements of the NPPF 2012; and will ensure the 
Borough provides a 5 year supply of specific deliverable sites and identifies a supply 
of specific developable sites or broad locations for growth, for years 6-10 and, where 
possible, for years 11-15. 
 

6.2  The target of 920 homes a year reflects a comprehensive evidence base which 
includes the following: 
 

 Objectively Assessed Housing Need Study produced by Peter Brett 
Associates (PBA) in July 2015 and updated November 2016 for Braintree, 
Chelmsford, Colchester and Tendring Councils: 
 

 Review of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) work in 
Chelmsford, Colchester, Braintree and Tendring to bring it into compliance 
with the NPPF and PPG - HDH Planning and Development Ltd, December 
2015.  

6.3 In February 2021, Section 1 of the Colchester Local Plan was adopted. This 
included Policy SP4 which confirms the objectively assessed need for housing as 
920 dwellings per annum.  
 

6.4 The Council has published an updated 2022 Housing Land Supply Position 
Statement for the current 5 year period. This demonstrates that Colchester has a 
sufficient supply of deliverable housing sites against the Local Plan target (920 
dwellings per annum). A total of 5.25 years is deliverable within the period 2022/23 
to 2026/27. 

 
Brownfield Register 
 

6.5 The Council has a statutory requirement to publish and maintain a Brownfield Land 
Register. The Council has published a register which provides up-to-date and 
consistent information on brownfield sites that local authorities consider to be 
appropriate for residential led development. The register is in two parts, Part 1 
comprises all brownfield sites appropriate for residential development and Part 2 
outlines those sites granted permission in principle.  
 

6.6 The Council has granted planning permission on a number of brownfield sites via 
the traditional planning application process only. There a number of brownfield sites 
across the borough where building works have now commenced. No new sites have 
been submitted to the register in this monitoring period. The register is live and is 
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published on the Council website and provides transparent information about sites 
within the register. The Council continues to have an open call for sites for the 
register as advertised on the Council website.  
 

6.7 There are 24 sites on the current register and several sites are currently going 
through the planning application process. If applications are successful, these sites 
will be removed from the register as and when building works commence. No sites 
have been removed from the register during this monitoring period.  

 
6.8 Further information can be found online.  

 

Housing 
Indicator 1 Housing Delivery Section 1 CLP 

Policy SP4 
 

6.9 Colchester has delivered 19,817 new homes between 2001/02 and 2021/22 at an 
average rate of 943 dwellings per year. During the last monitoring period, a total of 
1,034 units were delivered within the Borough. See Table 5 and Figure 1 below.  

Table 5: New Dwelling Completions in Colchester 2001/2 to 2021/22 
 

Year Total Units 
2001/2002 566 
2002/2003 980 
2003/2004 916 
2004/2005 1,277 
2005/2006 896 
2006/2007 1,250 
2007/2008 1,243 
2008/2009 1,028 
2009/2010 518 
2010/2011 673 
2011/2012 1,012 
2012/2013 617 
2013/2014 725 
2014/2015 943 
2015/2016 1,149 
2016/2017 912 
2017/2018 1,048 
2018/2019 1,165 
2019/2018 1,124 
2020/2021 741 
2021/2022 1034 

Total from 2001 to 2022 19,817 
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Figure 4: New Dwelling Completions in Colchester 2001/02 to 2021/22 

 
6.10 Table 6 illustrates the context of delivery rates across other Essex authorities, 

Colchester continues to demonstrate a good track record against housing 
requirement.  
 

Table 6: Essex Local Authority Housing Delivery 
 

Authority 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 Total 
Units 

Basildon 816 412 341 340 464 317 438 8,082 
Braintree 523 291 492 534 883 861 1,064 11,582 
Brentwood 111 150 213 246 200 168 407 4,293 
Castle 
Point 123 114 150 200 71 166 205 2,958 

Chelmsford 792 1,002 1,008 1,256 832 829 866 14,316 
Colchester 1,149 912 1,048 1,165 1,124 741 1,034 19,817 
Epping 
Forest 267 149 526 426 223 198 328 5,351 

Harlow 225 340 351 676 725 535 416 5,734 
Maldon 230 243 166 306 462 426 330 3,885 
Rochford 67 117 299 262 347 349 456 4,163 
Tendring 245 658 565 915 784 646 777 9,596 
Uttlesford 551 727 966 981 519 362 208 10,033 
Essex Total  5,099 5,115 6,125 7,307 6,634 5,598 6,529 99,810 

    Source: Essex County Council, District/Borough and Unitary Councils 
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6.11 Colchester’s build rate has been on target in recent years.  A slight drop was seen 
in the previous monitoring period which was caused by the global pandemic. When 
taking an average of the past five years, Colchester has provided a net additional 
1,022 new homes per year, which provides reassurance on future target delivery. In 
addition to locational and market factors, this reflects the Council’s willingness to 
work with developers to bring schemes forward. The Council accordingly expects to 
be able to continue a sufficient rate of delivery.  
 

6.12 Of the 1,034 dwellings completed in this monitoring period, 271 units were from 
windfall sites. This is in line with previous years where we see an average delivery 
rate of 294 windfall units over a five-year period. See Figure 5 and table 7 below.  
 

 

Figure 5: Percentage of Windfall Site Completions 2016/17 to 2021/22 
 
 

Table 7: Colchester Historic Windfall Completions 
 

Year 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 5 Year 
Average 

2021/22 

Number 
of 

Dwellings 
from 

Windfall 

248 207 243 399 377 294 271 

 
6.13 The housing completions included in this report show that a net of 1,034 homes 
were built between 1 April 2021 and 4 July 2022. The usual monitoring period is 1 
April to 31 March, however for the 2021/22 monitoring period is aligned to the 
adoption of the Section 2 Colchester Local Plan. See Table 8 below. 
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Table 8: Housing Completions (site by site basis) 1 April 2021 to 4 July 2022 
 

PLANNING 
REFERENCE SITE LOCATION WINDFALL 21/22 

BERECHURCH   
VARIOUS ABBEY PARK, BERECHURCH ROAD (HARDING) YES 32 

CASTLE 
180045 COWDRAY CENTRE, MASON ROAD, COLCHESTER NO 74 
170424 FMR CO-OP, LONG WYRE STREET, COLCHESTER YES 24 
182163 2-3 TRINITY STREET COLCHESTER YES 1 
200269 7 EAST STOCKWELL STREET, COLCHESTER YES 1 
202560 1 THOMAS COURT, COLCHESTER YES 10 
202763 CASTLE COURT, ST PETERS STREET, COLCHESTER YES 1 
202028 53 NORTH HILL, COLCHESTER YES 1 
192234 64A HIGH STREET, COLCHESTER YES 1 
200814 78 CULVER STREET EAST, COLCHESTER YES 9 
211936 59 PRIORY STREET, COLCHESTER YES 1 

GREENSTEAD    
160224/191477 SPORTS GROUND, BROMLEY ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 10 

LEXDEN & BRAISWICK 
160927 37 OAKS DRIVE, COLCHESTER YES 1 
152322 LITTLE PORTERS, PORTERS LN, FORDHAM HEATH YES 1 
202596 LAND OFF HALSTEAD ROAD, EIGHT ASH GREEN NO 5 
180152 FRIARS FARM BARN, DAISY GREEN, EIGHT ASH GREEN YES 1 
180380 POND FARM, BURES ROAD, WEST BERGHOLT YES 1 
192561 WEMADIT, 58 CHITTS HILL YES 1 
192671 HARDINGS CLOSE, ALDHAM YES 4 
183024 48 LEXDEN ROAD, WEST BERGHOLT YES 1 
181624 COOKS HALL ROAD, WEST BERGHOLT YES 2 
182761 179 COLCHESTER ROAD, WEST BERGHOLT YES 2 
202842 THE COACH HOUSE, EIGHT ASH GREEN YES 1 
210331 L/A LEXDEN MANOR, COLVIN CLOSE YES 1 
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PLANNING 
REFERENCE SITE LOCATION WINDFALL 21/22 

MILE END 
100502 FORMER SEVERALLS HOSPITAL PHASE 2, COLCHESTER NO 130 
150473 CHESTERWELL, (BOTH OUTLETS)  NO 59 
192890 MILE END ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 7 

NEW TOWN & CHRISTCHURCH 
173017 GARRISON DEVELOPMENT - B (LE CATEAU) NO 8 
170621 GARRISON DEVELOPMENT - K1 (ASSITED LIVING) NO 38 
191676 60 CREFFIELD ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 7 
131336 47 & 49 WICKHAM ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 1 

OLD HEATH & HYTHE 
163197 RISING SUN PH & WAREHOUSES, HYTHE STATION RD, COLCH NO 24 
172549 L/A 13 FINGRINGHOE ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 2 
190106 32 BALLANTYNE DRIVE, COLCHESTER NO 37 
190303 38 ROWHEDGE ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 1 
210635 HYTHE HOUSE, 142 HYTHE HILL YES 10 

PRETTYGATE 
171325 HEATH LODGE , 11 HEATH ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 5 

SHRUB END 
160524 34 KING HAROLD ROAD, COLCHESTER YES 1 
190522 GOSBECKS PHASE 2, COLCHESTER NO 26 

ST JOHNS AND ST ANNES 
172057 FORMER M & F WATTS YES 2 

191780/202889 18 ST ANNES ROAD, COLCHESTR YES 1 
STANWAY 

VARIOUS LAKELANDS NO 110 
180873 DYERS ROAD , COLCHESTER (MERSEA HOMES) NO 13 
160696 WYVERN FARM, LONDON ROAD, STANWAY NO 18 
172272 LAND R/O FIELD HOUSE, DYERS ROAD NO 3 
172049 CHITTS HILL, STANWAY YES 42 
181859 WYVERN FARM, LONDON ROAD, STANWAY NO 73 



Authority Monitoring Report 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

26 
 

PLANNING 
REFERENCE SITE LOCATION WINDFALL 21/22 

200600 235 LONDON ROAD, STANWAY YES 4 
200303 R/O INTERNATIONAL HOUSE, PEARTREE ROAD YES 10 

MARKS TEY & LAYER 
172108 LAYER MARNEY NURSERIES, SMYTHES GREEN, LAYER MARNEY YES 4 
175790 WINTER COTTAGE, COPFORD YES 1 
180042 CHESTNUT FARM, ABBERTON ROAD, LAYER DE LA HAYE YES 1 
180808 "MILL FARM" BIRCH STREET, BIRCH, COLCHESTER YES 1 
182272 GREEN FARM, THE STREET, SALCOTT YES 1 
182469 LITTLE WINTERS FARM, LAYER MARNEY YES 1 
191425 APPLETREES, SCHOOL ROAD, MESSING YES 1 
192756 LAYER BRETON HILL, LAYER BRETON YES 1 
191128 L/A WYKE COTE, NEWBRIDGE ROAD, LAYER MARNEY YES 3 
210823 THE KILN, THE FOLLEY, LAYER DE LA HAYE YES 1 
211252 GODBOLTS FARM, GREAT TEY ROAD, LITTLE TEY YES 2 

MERSEA & PYEFLEET  
160750 STANDISH, IVY LANE, EAST MERSEA YES 2 
171843 94 FAIRHAVEN AVENUE, WEST MERSEA YES 1 
192715 3 BLACKWATER DRIVE, WEST MERSEA YES 1 
194915 NORTH FARM BARN, EAST MERSEA YES 1 
190864 55 EMPRESS AVENUE, WEST MERSEA YES 1 
211416 L/A 19 EMPRESS AVENUE, WEST MERSEA YES 1 

ROWHEDGE 
VARIOUS ROWHEDGE WHARF NO 42 

190753 FORMER ROWHEDGE PORT, ROWHEDGE NO 19 
RURAL NORTH 

160906 HORKESLEY HAMLET, GREAT HORKESLEY YES 4 
170997 HILL FARM, BOXTED NO 8 
150859 TEY CROSS FARM, EARLS COLNE RD, WAKES COLNE YES 1 
182427 "REDHOUSE FARM2 REDHOUSE LANE, BOXTED YES 1 
182950 RAMS FARM RD, FORDHAM YES 1 
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PLANNING 
REFERENCE SITE LOCATION WINDFALL 21/22 

183113 "UPP HALL FARM" SALMONS LANE, GREAT TEY YES 1 
200533 TANKERTON, NAYLAND ROAD, GREAT HORKESLEY YES 1 
202381 10 THE CRESCENT, GT HORKESLEY YES 1 
192219 WAKES HALL, WAKES COLNE YES 14 
192671 GARAGE SITE, HARDINGS CLOSE, ALDHAM YES 4 
203902 POST OFFICE, WORMINGFORD YES 2 
211053 ANNEX, LIONS FARM, LANGHAM YES 1 

TIPTREE 
122134 FLORENCE PARK, GRANGE ROAD, TIPTREE NO 26 

130245/191414 LAND ON NORTH EAST SIDE OF FACTORY HILL, TIPTREE NO 45 
161462 SPRINGFIELD, KELVEDON ROAD, TIPTREE YES 4 
173326 1 & 2 BOUNDARY COTTAGES, HALL ROAD, TIPTREE YES 2 
170292 84 MALDON ROAD, TIPTREE YES 3 
171250 63 NEWBRIDGE ROAD, TIPTREE YES 1 
210398 BARBROOK LANE, TIPTREE NO 5 
210251 STABLE VIEW, NEWBRIDGE ROAD, TIPTREE YES 1 
180730 22 STATION ROAD, TIPTREE YES 2 

WIVENHOE 
191120 140 HIGH STREET YES 1 
200089 4 FORRESTERS COURT, WIVENHOE YES 1 
201662 33 THE CROSS, WIVENHOE YES 1 

BOROUGH TOTAL COMPLETED NEW DWELLINGS 1034 
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Housing 
Indicator 2 Affordable housing completions Section 1 CLP 

Policy SP4 
 
  

6.14 During this monitoring year 45 new build affordable housing units were delivered, 
29 were Affordable Rent, 6 were Social Rent and 10 were Shared Ownership. The 
comparable figures for the previous three years were 42 in 20/21, 202 in 19/20, and 
110 in 18/19. This demonstrates the second lowest number of new build affordable 
housing units delivered in the last four years, the main reason for this being the 
Covid-19 pandemic and uncertainty with the housing market.  
 

6.15 39 of the new build affordable homes were delivered through section 106 
obligations, with the remaining 6 units delivered via the Council’s Development 
Company – Amphora Housing Ltd.  

 
6.16 Outside of Section 106 and the Council’s Development Company, a further 72 units 

have been delivered through the Council’s acquisitions programme.  
 

6.17 For the year 2021/22, no commuted sums were received for affordable housing. 
 

Housing 
Indicator 3 

Percentage of affordable housing in rural 
areas 

Core Strategy 
Policies H4 
and ENV2 

 
 

6.18 No new build affordable homes were delivered in rural areas during this monitoring 
period. 
 

Housing 
Indicator 4 Gypsy and Travellers Provision Core Strategy 

Policy H5 
 

6.19 The Council worked with other districts to produce an Essex Gypsy and Traveller 
Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) to help provide an assessment of current 
provision and future need for pitches (Published in July 2014, with September 2014   
revisions and a Colchester specific report in June 2017). The GTAA established that 
Colchester had 12 local authority pitches at Severalls Lane, 15 private pitches, and 
one site where the use was tolerated and considered lawful due to the length of time 
it had occurred.  

 
6.20 Council monitoring established that in February 2022 there were 40 caravan/mobile 

units across 10 sites within the Borough. This includes 16 on the Local Authority Site 
at Severalls Lane. The actual number of caravans present in the Borough may vary 
at any point in time and explain any differences between the number of caravans 
permitted by planning applications and the number of caravans recorded in the 
caravan count. 

 
 

6.21 The development of policies and allocations for gypsies, travellers and travelling 
show people has been guided by the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation 
Assessment work noted above, which found that the Council will need to provide an 
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overall total of 15 further pitches to meet demand to 2033, including 2 pitches for 
nomadic travellers, and 13 pitches for those identifying as gypsies and travellers. 
This is outlined Section 2 Colchester Local Plan Policy DM11.  

 
6.22 A new site for the accommodation of gypsies and travellers will be delivered within 

the northern neighbourhood of the Tendring and Colchester Borders Garden 
Community south of the A120 and west of the new A120-A133 Link Road with good 
access to those roads. The precise location and size of the site and details of its 
layout and configuration will be determined through Masterplanning which will be 
approved by the Councils ahead of any proposals for development at the northern 
neighbourhood. 
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7. Key Theme: Economic Growth 
 
Overview 
 

7.1 Colchester has a diverse and relatively resilient economy. This combined with 
significant investments from the Government’s Town Deal (£19.2m) and private 
sector investments in Ultrafast Broadband and 5G, means that Colchester is well 
placed to support economic recovery. Complementary to this growth is a steadily 
growing population, estimated to be at 197,200 in 2021. 
 

7.2 Future economic growth through job and business creation is outlined in the 
Colchester Economic Growth Strategy (2015-2021). A mid-term review of the 
strategy (2019) has highlighted the following priority sectors, classified as such due 
to high growth potential and high numbers of jobs: 
 

 Creative, Digital and Tech: Publishing, software and games development 
and digital marketing enabled further by Ultrafast Gigabit broadband 
connectivity  

 Care: The concentration of NHS and allied services and care homes together 
with demographic trends across North Essex offers opportunity for innovation 
and growth in the sector 

 Energy: Colchester is well-positioned to benefit from the major projects 
coming on stream in the region including wind, nuclear and heat networks    

 Construction: The North Essex construction pipeline is significant, including 
infrastructure projects, schools’ expansion, major residential and associated 
commercial development. This will ensure growth in this sector for decades to 
come. 

7.3 Other sectors are classified as ‘core’ to the local economy to support growth 
opportunities for the Borough and include the financial and business services, retail, 
tourism and advanced manufacturing sectors. 

 
7.4 The North Essex Economic Strategy (NEES) 2040 has been developed in 

partnership with Braintree District, Colchester Borough, Essex County, Tendring 
District and Uttlesford District Councils. This provides a platform for strategic 
intervention at a scale which will achieve transformation in the overall economic 
prosperity of the North Essex area and compliment local economic activity delivered 
by the partners. The overall vision of the strategy is as follows:  
 
“North Essex is a high-value, productive and sustainable economy. People 
choose to live and work locally, in new and established communities that are 
well connected and inspire innovation and creativity.”  
 

7.5 To deliver this vision, four key missions have been identified that will focus the 
partners shared activity over the next five years: 

 
 Driving innovation and technology adoption; 
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 Developing a skilled and resilient workforce; 
 Creating a network of distinctive and cohesive places; and  
 Growing a greener, more sustainable economy.  

 
7.6 The North Essex Economic Strategy was approved by Cabinet on 20 November 

2019. The Strategy can be viewed online. A new strategy has been drafted but has 
yet to be approved.  

 
Business and Demography Growth 
 

7.7 As of 2022, Colchester had 7,415 enterprises consisting of 8,650 local units. The 
type of enterprise is defined by the number of employees. A micro enterprise would 
have 0-9 employees, small 10-49, medium 50-249 and large being above 250.  
 

7.8 Micro enterprises are the most dominant across Colchester, making up 89% of total 
enterprises in 2021, and remaining largely the same as the 2019 figure of 88.8%. 
There is significant drop in the number of small businesses over the past year from 
13.2% to 9%. The number of large enterprises continues to be below 1% of the total.  
 
Employment Growth 

7.9 The latest figures available from the ONS demonstrate that 94,900 people in 
Colchester were in employment, which included 50,000 (61%) full time workers and 
31,000 (37.8%) part time workers. 

 
7.10 In 2020, there were 126,200 people within the Borough considered as working age 

(age 16-64). This included 97,000 of this population in employment, with self-
employment comprising 8,300 people. Within the working age population, 29,700 
people are economically inactive which includes students, sick, retired or 
homemakers and there are a further estimated 2,900 unemployed. 
 

7.11 Although the number of people registered as claimants for out of work benefits 
appears high at 3,335 people (2.6% of the total working age population in 
Colchester), as Universal Credit is rolled out across the Country, the number of 
people recorded as being on the Claimant Count is likely to rise due to the broader 
span of claimants who are required to look for work than previously required under 
Jobseekers Allowance. However, the Colchester figure of 2.6% of the total 
population, does compare favourably with the eastern region figure of 3% and the 
Great Britain figure of 3.7%. 

 
7.12 The total number of people unemployed has dropped, from 4,200 in 2021 to 2,900 

in this monitoring period. This represents 2.9% of the Colchester population and is 
below both the Regional and National averages of 3% and 3.8% respectively.  

 
7.13 In 2021, 46,700 people aged 16-64 had achieved an NVQ Level 4+ qualification 

(degree or higher-level) representing 37.7% of the working age population in 
Colchester. This is an increase in comparison to 2020 (34.6%). Although this is lower 
than the regional average of 39.6% for the East of England and also significantly 
lower than the Great Britain figure of 43.6%. 
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7.14 In 2021/22, 860 apprenticeships were started; ranging from intermediate (210), 
advanced (350) and higher (300) levels. The apprenticeships also cover a wide age 
range with 170 apprentices aged 19, 290 aged 19-24 and 400 aged over 25. 

 
7.15 In 2021/22, 5,340 people were studying a course in a Further Education College, 

with a training provider, in their local community. This is an increase in comparison 
with 2020/2021 with of 3,330 people in further education, which aligns with an 
increase nationally. 
 
 Key Programmes Update 
 

7.16 Colchester Borough Council’s commercial arm Colchester Amphora Trading is 
driving the development of the £200m Northern Gateway development which 
surrounds the Community Stadium, home of Colchester United FC. This landmark 
development is themed around health and leisure reflecting the need to keep the 
area’s rapidly ageing population fit, active and healthy and encouraging participation 
in sport and leisure activities. Construction completed in Spring 2021, bringing 76 
acres of new sport and leisure facilities to Colchester’s booming population including 
a new cycling track, a new sports centre with café, gym, studio and sports hall and a 
new Club House for Colchester Rugby Club.  New homes, a healthcare campus and 
potentially 500,000sq ft of new office space will also be developed to the south of the 
A12.  
 

7.17 Such developments offer great opportunities to rethink supporting infrastructure 
and the Northern Gateway development is leading the way on the installation of a 
low carbon heat network which is supported by the Government Heat Network 
Investment project and significantly reduces carbon emissions from buildings use of 
heating and domestic hot water using an open loop ground source heat pump into 
the confined chalk aquifer below the site.  

 
7.18 During 2021-22, Colchester Amphora Trading, working on behalf of CBC and 

DCMS, completed the deployment of Colchester's Local Full Fibre Network 
programme. This government-financed scheme saw the creation of a Town Centre 
datacentre; dedicated, high-capacity fibre links to Telehouse (the UK's main internet 
exchange in London); and the build of a large fibre optic distribution network across 
the town centre and many of Colchester's suburbs. The target reach for the network 
is 25,000 properties, residential and business alike. The new networks are at the 
centre of several redevelopment programmes and will bolster Colchester's 
attractiveness to the creative and tech sectors in particular.  

 
7.19 The University of Essex’s £250m expansion plan is also spearheading local 

growth, which is well under way, servicing a double-digit rise in student population as 
well as the University’s global ambitions.  
 

7.20 Following Colchester’s recent award of £19.2m from the Government’s Town Deal 
fund, a suite of regeneration and placemaking projects are now moving into their 
delivery phase. Colchester is working with partner organisations to maximise the 
opportunities this programme will bring. Coupled with the emerging Town Centre 



Authority Monitoring Report 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

33 
 

Masterplan and a range of other initiatives, it will help to make Colchester a 
healthier, greener place which celebrates and respects its history, heritage and 
culture and brings access to opportunity for all.  

 
7.21 A further £1m was awarded to Colchester in September 2020 from the Town Fund 

and has recently delivered the first phase of improvements adjacent to the 
refurbished Mercury Theatre and Balkerne Gate. The next project which will 
commence in 2023 will transform St Nicholas Square (bounded by Three Wise 
Monkeys, the rear of the new St Nicholas Hotel and the former Co-op building) into a 
high-quality square for the benefit of visitors, residents and in particular the adjacent 
businesses. Together these schemes boost impressions and sense of pride in our 
Town Centre through enhancing its setting and sense of place. 
 
 

Economic 
Growth 

Indicator 1 
Employment land available 

Core Strategy 
Policies CE1, CE2 

and CE3 
 
 
 
 

7.22 Demand for commercial space is largely a derived demand from the levels of 
business formation and expansion in the economy. It is also subject to wider 
changes in working practices, such as flexible and homeworking in jobs leading to 
changes in the use of existing space.  
 

7.23 The Council’s May 2017 Employment Land Supply Delivery Trajectory Report 
provides an assessment of the availability and deliverability of sites identified by the 
council as having the potential to contribute towards meeting future office and 
industrial floorspace requirements identified in the Colchester Local Plan to 2033.  
The report concludes that Colchester has sufficient employment space in overall 
quantitative terms to meet the needs associated with growth over the Plan period. 
The report considers 15 identified sites in detail but also notes that there will be other 
sites that make some contribution to meeting future needs including the Garden 
Community. 
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Source: EEFM, January 2016 

Figure 6: Projected Employment Land Use in Colchester 2015 – 2037 
 

7.24 The Council’s evidence base for employment land is from three sources; 2015 
Colchester Employment Land Needs Assessment, 2017 Employment Land 
Trajectory by NLP and North Essex Garden Communities Employment and 
Demographic Study April 2017. The range of hectares of employment land to be 
provided in the Joint Strategic Section 1 Local Plan and then carried forward to 
Section 2; was based on two of the four scenarios developed by NLP to consider 
future need for employment land.  
 

7.25 The Section 1 Local Plan Policy SP5 (Employment) sets the overall range of 
employment land to be delivered within Colchester during the plan period as 22-
30ha. 

 
7.26 Policy SP9 of the Section 1 Local Plan outlines that the Tendring Colchester 

Borders Garden Community will allocate approximately 25ha of B use employment 
land, through the Development Plan Document (DPD). This is being further 
developed through detailed masterplanning work and additional evidence to support 
and inform the DPD. 

 
7.27 In order to support the Section 2 Local Plan examination, the Council prepared a 

specific Topic Paper on economic growth policies to explain how and why the 
Council is suggesting amendments to certain policies in response to changes in 
national policy and legislation, recent planning permissions and comments received 
in representations. A further Topic Paper on Consequential Changes arising from 
national legislation also explores the implications to employment policies arising from 
the changes in Use Classes Order.  

 
7.28 Appendix 1 of the Economic Growth Topic Paper provides an updated analysis of 

Colchester economic growth statistics to add to the Local Plan evidence base. This 
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review of employment growth patterns and resulting demand for land allocations 
produced figures which broadly align with the Council’s revised employment land 
allocations. 

 
7.29 An additional Topic Paper and Appendix (Retail and Town Centre Uses) was also 

prepared to support the Section 2 Local Plan examination, in particular the policies 
SG5, SG6 and SG6a. This includes an update to the 2016 Retail Study. 

 
7.30 This confirmed that Colchester Town Centre is the Borough’s most significant 

centre in relation to the scale and mix of retail and non-retail uses, retailer 
representation, and its market shares of expenditure (particularly ‘high street’ 
comparison goods retail expenditure) secured from a sub-regional catchment. It 
further confirmed that the District Centres, whilst varying in terms of their scale and 
nature, each perform an important role serving their local populations as well as 
providing access to shops and services for a wider than local catchment (but not to a 
level comparable with Colchester Town Centre). 

 
7.31 As a result of all of the above, the Inspector proposed modifications to the Section 

2 Colchester Local Plan Policy SG3: Colchester Employment. This included updating 
the figures to reflect the reduction in Stanway allocations, deletion of reference to the 
Colchester Braintree Borders Garden Community and reinstatement of employment 
land at Marks Tey. No further changes were required to the policy. As noted above, 
the Section 2 Local Plan was adopted in July 2022.  
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8. Key Theme: Transport 
 
Overview 
 

8.1 Continued engagement with the community has illustrated that transport and traffic 
issues are still very high on the public’s list of priorities.  

 
8.2 The Borough Council worked with Essex County Council and others to produce the 

Colchester Future Transport Strategy. The Strategy’s vision is to ‘transform 
Colchester into a place which prioritises active and safe sustainable travel to bring 
about health, environmental and economic benefits’. Following consultation, the 
Strategy is now being used to help prioritise investment in the borough.  
 

8.3 The Council continues to work with developers to ensure sustainable and active 
travel infrastructure is included within planned developments as well as linking them 
to destinations.  
 

8.4 The Council regularly engages with key stakeholders and has been working with 
Transport East on higher level plans for the eastern region, and responded to 
Transport East’s Transport Strategy consultation. The Council has also responded to 
the County Council’s Bus Service Improvement Plan consultation. 
 
Sustainable travel in Colchester 
 

8.5 Following the adoption of the Essex Cycling Strategy, Colchester Borough Council 
continues to work with Essex County Council on the Colchester Cycling Action Plan 
and the Walking Strategy and as part of the Government’s Local Cycling and 
Walking Investment Plan. A bid was successfully made to the Department for 
Transport for Active Travel investment and plans were drawn up to implement 
improved walking and cycling routes in line with LCWIP proposals. 
 

8.6 In addition to this, free Adult Cycle training has been on offer funded through a Defra 
grant, offering Learn to Ride, Advanced Cycle Skills and Cycle Confidence sessions 
to adults and groups. 
 

8.7 Following Essex County Council’s successful bid for funding from the Department 
for Transport (DfT) Active Travel Fund to create safe walking and cycling routes in 
Essex, and the subsequent consultation, two routes were approved for further design 
work. The Council worked with partners to design and prioritise the East West and 
North South schemes. 
 

8.8  The council set up an eCargo bike short term loan scheme following a successful 
grant to the EST/DfT in 2020 to purchase 25 eCargo Bikes and 5 electric trailers. 
The scheme launched in 2021. 10 Local Champion organisations also have long 
term loan of an eCargo bike and some are being used by CBC staff. By March 2022 
the eCargo bike fleet had collectively ridden over 16,000 miles.  
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Shared Transport  
 

8.9 A number of shared transport schemes have been supported or are in the process 
of being set up to help give residents and businesses transport choice and to 
encourage a reduction in car use and car ownership. 

 
E-scooters 
 

8.10 Colchester is part of the DfT trial for e-scooters in Essex. Spin were commissioned 
by ECC to be the trial partner, and Spin have subsequently been taken over by Tier. 
The trial has now been extended to May 2024.  
 
eBike/Cargo bike hub 
 

8.11 Defra funding is being used to set up two shared eBike/eCargo bike hubs, one led 
by the Council and one Community led. Public engagement took place over the 
summer at a number of events and through survey work and door to door 
conversations, which indicated strong interest in the bike hubs. Work took place to 
identify a location for the hub and how it will be run. The hubs are expected to open 
in late 2022/early 2023. 
 
E-Carclub 
 

8.12 Defra funding will secure the first two electric car club cars in Colchester. The 
contract was put out for tender and the first car will be based in Priory Street car 
park. The contract is anticipated to start by the end of 2022. This will start the growth 
of a network of pay as you go cars that will be delivered through external, developer 
and other funding opportunities.  Where appropriate car club cars continue to be 
requested as part of new developments. 
 
Transport Infrastructure  
 

8.13 Work on the Rapid Transit route, which will link the new Garden Community with 
the town centre, rail station and the park and ride site continues. This route will also 
improve accessibility for active travel modes. 
 

8.14 The Town Deal route linking the High Street to Greenstead and the University, has 
been subject to design work and a start date of early 2023 is planned.  
 

8.15 The Borough Council is working with partners on the town centre masterplan, 
which will set out how people access the town centre. The Council will continue to 
lobby for investment to realise the improvements needed to align with the Masterplan 
proposals. 

 
8.16 The Borough Council continues to works with Greater Anglia, the rail operator, to 

help promote investment in the Colchester, Wivenhoe, Marks Tey, Hythe rail 
stations, allowing better access for all and encouraging rail use instead of the private 
car.  
 



Authority Monitoring Report 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

38 
 

Air Quality 
 

8.17 In 2021/22, the Council continued work in implementing the Air Quality Action Plan 
(AQAP) 2016-2021 while also preparing a review of a new Air Quality Action Plan as 
the current one expired in 2021. The 2016 - 2021 and future AQAP is produced in 
partnership with Essex County Council and outlines the ambitious set of measures 
the Council proposes to take to improve air quality in Colchester. 
 

8.18 In early 2021 the Council were successful with a third bid to DEFRA and was 
awarded a further £248,700 in funding to continue running the CAReless Pollution 
No Idling Campaign and deliver a Home Burning campaign, an electric car club and 
two cargo bike hubs to offer residents transport choice on a pay as you go basis.  
These are all projects to change behaviour and reduce air pollution in Colchester’s 
Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA)’s.  
 

8.19 Throughout 2021/22 the CAReless Pollution campaign has continued to build 
momentum in the community through work with residents, schools, businesses and 
community groups to tackle idling within the AQMAs. It has seen the development of 
a Schools Toolkit, a Volunteer Toolkit, a template corporate no idling policy for 
businesses, two community films and a range of resources including outdoor 
signage, posters, banners, myths and facts postcards and car stickers. After the first 
12 months of the campaign, 56% of drivers surveyed said they were switching off 
their engines more than they were before, and this increased to 65% amongst 
drivers outside schools. The campaign has been nationally recognised and was 
awarded Highly Commended in Edie’s National Sustainability Leaders Awards 2022. 
The campaign currently has funding until June 2023. 

8.20 The Homeburning campaign ran for four months from December 2021 through to 
March 2022. The aim was to raise awareness of the health impacts of pollution 
generated by home fires and log burners, specifically Particulate Matter (PM2.5) and 
provide information to help local people take positive action to reduce these risks 
and ‘burn safe’, ‘burn better’, ‘burn clean’ and ‘burn less'. The campaign included 
public engagement events, social media, a home burning web page, and the 
development of resources including an information leaflet, posters, infographics and 
pull up banner. Through the course of the campaign there were: 

 Over 900 face to face home burning conversations with local residents 
 10 home burning events delivered across 5 locations 
 178 visits to the webpage 
 8 posts were shared across the Eco Colchester and Enjoy Colchester 

Facebook and Twitter pages with the potential of each post being seen by 
26,500 residents 

 1 online article published 
 Over 1,200 materials distributed 

In November 2021, prior to the launch of the campaign, 67% of people (based on 63 
responses in our on-street polls) were aware that open fires and log burners 
generated pollution that could damage their health. In April 2022 the number of 
respondents who said they were aware of the health impacts had increased to 86% 
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(+19%). In November 2021, 73% of people (on-street poll) did not know that fires 
and log burners in the home produce the same amount of pollution as 18 family 
diesel cars. In April 2022, 70% of respondents didn’t know the levels of pollution from 
fires and log burners (+3% more aware). 

8.21 Since early 2021, Colchester Borough Council have been trialling roadside signage 
in pollution hotspots on Brook Street and at East Gates (Air Quality Management 
Area 1). Each message used on the Colchester Road sign is grounded in a different 
psychological approach to social influence identified for its effectiveness in short-
term trials carried out in Norwich and Canterbury. The effectiveness of the signage is 
being monitored and evaluated in partnership with the University of Essex. To date 
we have evidenced that at its most effective, the signage has led to an 11% increase 
in the number of drivers switching off their engines (from pre signage baseline data 
to peak engine switch off rates) with an average of 26% of drivers switching off their 
engines. The signage had planning permission to be in place until September 2022. 
A full analysis into the data is now being carried out and recommendations will be 
made regarding their continued use. 
 

Transport 
Indicator 

1 
To obtain an agreed Travel Plan for all major 

commercial/community developments 
 Core Strategy 

Policy TA1 

 
 

8.22 The Colchester Travel Plan Club (CTPC) has continued to work closely with CTPC 
members and Essex County Council to further develop their travel plans, and to 
continue the process of gaining Modeshift STARS accreditations. 
 

8.23 CTPC has continued to work closely with existing members, including Colchester 
Institute and The Maltings student accommodation. CTPC and CBC have also 
worked closely with East Suffolk and North Essex Foundation Trust and the 
University of Essex who have both had further development on their sites that have 
resulted in Travel Plan reviews. New developments including Elmstead Road, Avon 
Way and Hawkins Road student accommodations have joined CTPC as full 
members, and CTPC has been working with them and the University to create a 
joined-up approach to travel change behaviour at the University.  

 
8.24 CTPC has continued to work with Colchester Borough Council officers to develop 

and facilitate CBC active and sustainable travel projects to benefit CTPC members. 
An important function of CTPC is to serve as a point of contact, knowledge sharing 
and consultation between CBC and CTPC members. 
 

8.25 A Travel Plan has been requested for all major developments and existing Travel 
Plans provided have been reviewed to ensure they are robust and progressing to 
meet their goals. 

 
8.26 The Council continues to work closely with the train operating company under the 

Station Travel Plan. The Borough continues to be an active partner in the 
Community Rail Partnership scheme. CTPC have lobbied bus companies for 
improved services and flexible fares to ensure convenient and reliable services. 
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8.27 CTPC is now made up of 24 full members and 60 associate members. 
 

8.28 A total of 212 Residential Travel Information Packs have been provided to new 
residents of residential developments in Colchester in 2021/22 as detailed below: 
 

Table 9: Residential Travel Information Packs Issued 2021/22 
 

Developer Number of packs 
provided 

Development name 

Bloor Homes  50 Gosbecks Farm  
Bloor Homes  50 Land off Barbrook Lane  
Persimmon Homes Essex 46 St Michaels Place 
Persimmons Homes 66 269 London Road 
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9. Key Theme:  Environment and Heritage 
 
Overview 
 

9.1 The natural environment of the Borough has been shaped by both physical process 
and land management over time. These processes have created the high quality 
landscapes and diverse habitats and biodiversity/geodiversity found throughout the 
Borough. These include internationally significant areas of coastal and intertidal 
habitats, mudflats and salt marsh and shell banks, which constitute some of the 
features of interest within the Essex Estuaries Special Area of Conservation (SAC).  

 
9.2 New development has the potential to fragment or lead to the loss of habitat. The 

Council seeks to conserve and enhance Colchester’s natural environment, 
countryside and coastline as well as preserving its archaeological and built heritage 
through the protection and enhancement of sites of international, national, regional 
and local importance. 
 

9.3 The Council continues to direct development away from land at risk from all types of 
flooding and will also seek to ensure that new development does not increase the risk 
of flooding either on or off site through the increased use of Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SuDS). 

 

Environment 
Indicator 1 

Number of planning applications approved 
contrary to Environment Agency advice on 

flood defence or water quality grounds 
Core Strategy 
Policy ENV1 

  
9.4 No applications were granted contrary to Environment Agency advice during the 

monitoring period.  
 

Environment 
Indicator 2 

Number and area of Local Nature Reserves 
(LNRs) Local Sites (LoWs) within 

Colchester 
Core Strategy 
Policy ENV1 

 
9.5 No new Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) or Local Wildlife Sites (LoWs) were 

designated during the monitoring period. 
 
Environment 
Indicator 3 

Amount of development in designated areas 
(SSSI, AONB) 

Core Strategy 
Policy ENV1 

 
9.6 Policy ENV1 of the Core Strategy seeks to protect the Borough’s biodiversity within 

designated sites. During this monitoring period, 73 applications have been approved 
in the Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and a further 57 
applications within other designated sites (SSSIs (2), SAC (1), SPA (1), SINC (52), 
RAMSAR (1) sites. 
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9.7 The Council have taken on an additional area of 5,638m2 of open space during the 

monitoring year 2021/22. This includes 811m2 at Barton Boulevard and 4,827 m2 at 
Northfields Open Space. The adoption of this area is in the process of being legally 
formalised. 
 

9.8 As of October 2022, across the borough 2.2% of land is used for outdoor recreation, 
and a further 8.0% of land is residential gardens. Of the total land within Colchester 
Borough, 10.7% of all land is developed, 89.1% of land is undeveloped and 0.2% is 
vacant. 2 
 

Environment 
Indicator 5 

Recorded loss of listed buildings Grade I 
and II+ (by demolition), Scheduled 
Monuments or nationally important 

archaeological sites and assets on the 
Colchester Local List to development 

Core Strategy 
Policy UR2 

 
 

9.9 In the 2020/21 monitoring period, no Listed Buildings (Grade I & II) were lost due to 
demolition, development or dereliction.  
 

9.10 No Scheduled Monuments were lost as part of development proposals in the 
monitoring period.  
 

9.11 In February 2021, Local Plan Committee confirmed that an Article 4 Direction be 
made for Mill Field Estate Conservation Area, this formally completes the Article 4 
Direction procedure. An Article 4 Direction means that permitted development in 
longer automatically permitted (by Article 3 of the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015) and must instead be subject 
to a planning application. The Confirmation of the Article 4 Direction for Mill Field 
Estate Conservation Area was advertised by letter sent via post to the 
owners/occupiers of the properties affected by the Direction. Notice was published at 
the Local Press (Daily Gazette) and site notices erected within the area covered by the 
Direction on 19 November 2021.   

 
9.12 A Roman Circus Management Plan has also been adopted as a supplementary 

planning guidance document in June 2021. This provides an overarching strategy for 
the management of Colchester’s Roman Circus including defining the roles and 
responsibilities of the Council and key stakeholders. The Plan sets out a framework for 
the conservation, enhancement, interpretation, presentation and celebration of the 
Colchester Roman Circus for the next five years.  

 
9.13 A Development Brief for the Abro site has been adopted as a supplementary 

planning guidance document in August 2021. The Development Brief provides 
planning guidance on the issues and opportunities associated with the site and 

 
2 Land Use Statistics England 2022 – Live Table P400a – Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government.  

Environment 
Indicator 4 Increase in areas of public open space Core Strategy 

Policy PR1 
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provide a clear and robust development framework to aid the future delivery of a 
suitable development scheme at the site. To increase the weight afforded to the 
development brief, the Council undertook further work for this to be upgraded to a 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). This was adopted at SPD in December 
2021. 
 

Table 10: Colchester Heritage Assets 
 

Heritage Asset 2021/22 Comment 

Grade I, II and II* Listed 
Buildings  

(National Heritage List for 
England) 

1,560 

No change to the overall number during 
the monitoring period. One asset removed 
and one asset added.  
 
On 15 March 2021, 142 Hythe Hill, 
Colchester was removed from the List of 
Buildings of Special Architectural or 
Historic Interest. 
 
On 28 September 2021, Heath Cottages, 
The Heath, Layer-de-la-Haye, a Cast iron 
water pump and stone basin was listed. 
List Entry Number: 1475921. 

Scheduled Monuments 
(National Heritage List for 

England) 
49 

Medieval moat at Marks Tey Hall awarded 
Scheduled Monument Status 11 November 
2021 

Number of heritage 
assets on the National 

Heritage at Risk Register  
9 

Place of Worship  
Church of St Peter was added to the 
National Heritage at Risk Register in this 
monitoring period.  
 
Conservation Area  
Birch  
 
Archaeological Sites  
Tudor blockhouse at East Mersea,  
Roman villa South of Warren's Farm at 
Great Tey 
Remains of St Mary the Virgin's Church 
 
Buildings/Structures  
Municipal Water Tower (Jumbo)  
Former Church of Holy Trinity 
Ruins of Church of St Mary (North of Birch 
Hall Barn South of Marks Tey Hall 

Number of assets on 
Colchester’s Borough’s 

Local List 
780 No changes during the monitoring period.  
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Heritage Asset 2021/22 Comment 

Number of Conservation 
Areas 24 

A four week consultation was held from 8 
February 2021 to 8 March 2021 to extend 
the Garrison Conservation Area to include 
the Abro Site, Roman Circus House, 
adjacent open space and Artillery Folley. 
Following the consultation, Local Plan 
Committee agreed to extend the Garrison 
Conservation Area in June 2021.  

 
 

 
9.14 This indicator enables the identification of how much waste is being generated by 

households in the Borough, and how much of this is collected, recycled or 
composed.  Table 11 below summaries the household waste activity for this 
monitoring period.  

 
9.15 In 2021/22 Residents have continued to generate more waste than in 2018/19 and 

2019/20 although campaigns for residents to keep to 3 bags / 1 wheeled bin and the 
‘reduce waste Social Media campaign’ have delivered a lower Residual Waste per 
Household than in 2020/21. 

 
9.16 In 2021/22 Household Waste reused, recycled and composted has improved over 

2020/21 in response to both campaigns to reduce residual waste and the 
reintroduction of Textile collections. 

 
Table 11: Household Waste Activity 

 
Activity Achieved 

2018/19 
Achieved 
2019/20 

Achieved 
2020/21 

Achieved 
2021/22 

Residual 
waste 

produced per 
household  

346kg 351kg 385kg 

 
 

378kg 

Household 
waste reused, 
recycled and 
composted 

53.71% 53.34% 51.67% 

 
 

52.29% 

 
 
 
 
 

Environment 
Indicator 6 

Percentage of household waste recycled  
and composted 

Core Strategy 
Policy ER1 
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9.17 12 Essex LPAs have been working together, for several years, on a mitigation 

strategy to protect the internationally designated Essex Coast from the effects of 
increased recreational disturbance as a result of population growth throughout 
Essex. 
 

9.18 The Essex Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy 
(RAMS) sets out the necessary measures to avoid and mitigate the effects from 
increased recreational disturbance. The RAMS sets a per dwelling tariff, which is 
index linked with a base date of 2019 (£122.30 in 2019/20). For the year 2021/22, 
the tariff was £127.30 per dwelling. The tariff will be reviewed periodically and 
published accordingly. This tariff will apply to all residential proposals, even 
proposals for one dwelling. This is because the whole of the Borough is within the 
Zone of Influence and the RAMS seeks to avoid and mitigate the in-combination 
effects from all new dwellings.  

 
9.19 In September 2019, the project become part of the ‘Bird Aware’ brand and 

launched a website: Bird Aware Essex Coast - Home - Essex Bird Aware. The Bird 
Aware brand was developed by a mitigation partnership on the south coast (Bird 
Aware Solent) to communicate the importance of the birds and their habitats that 
breed and winter at the coast. Joining the Bird Aware brand and launching the 
website is an early avoidance measure and will help to spread the message of the 
importance of the Essex coast and the need to protect the birds in a positive way. 

 
9.20 Chelmsford City Council (CCC) became the Accountable Body for the project on 1 

November 2020. As the Accountable Body, CCC hold all contributions from the 12 
LPA partners, employ the project Delivery Officer and will employ the Rangers. The 
Delivery Officer manages and co-ordinates the project. The Delivery Officer started 
in November 2021, and this launched the project into the delivery and 
implementation stage. 

 
9.21 The Essex Planning Officers Association (EPOA) Chief Officer’s group are the 

Project Board, with the role of governing and overseeing the project. The Essex 
Coastal Forum form part of the governance arrangements and provide a high-level 
elected member oversight into the project.  A steering group of Officers is 
responsible for managing the project. 
 

9.22 RAMS contributions have been collected since December 2018 and in November 
2020, the Council transferred contributions to CCC for the first time, where it had 
confirmed that development had commenced. As this is a new indicator, the past two 
AMR’s have reported on the contributions transferred within the calendar year. 
However, now the indicator is more established, in line with other indicators, RAMS 

Environment 
Indicator 7 

Essex Coast RAMS mitigation contributions 
received 

Section 1 CLP 
Policy SP2  
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contributions will be reported for the financial year. For this monitoring period, this 
means that majority contributions were reported in last year’s AMR.   

 
9.23 For completeness, during this monitoring period the Council transferred £75,738.73 

of RAMS contributions to CCC.    
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10. Key Theme: Accessible Services and Community Facilities 
 
Overview 
 

10.1 Accessible services and facilities are vital to the development and maintenance of 
communities. Community facilities should be located within or near centres and other 
accessible locations to maximise community access and build a sense of local 
community identity. The Council supports the retention and enhancement of existing 
community facilities that can provide a range of services to the community at one 
accessible location.  In addition, the Council will work with local partners, such as 
Parish and Town Councils to plan and manage community facilities. 
 

10.2 The Council will safeguard existing facilities where appropriate and will work with 
partners including the local community to bring together funding from a variety of 
public and private sources to improve existing facilities and deliver new community 
facilities where needed. Development proposals will be required to review community 
needs (e.g., through a Health Impact Assessment) and provide community facilities or 
contributions towards them to meet the needs of the new population and mitigate 
impacts on existing communities. 
 

Community 
Indicator 1 

Recorded losses of community 
facilities as a result of development 

Core Strategy Policies 
SD1, SD2, UR1, PR1, 

TA3, and TA4 
 
 

10.3 No community facilities were lost as a result of new developments during this 
monitoring period. 
  

Community 
Indicator 2 

Identify and monitor progress of 
strategic Infrastructure projects  

Core Strategy Policies 
SD1, SD2, UR1, PR1, 

TA3, and TA4 
 
 
Infrastructure and Community Project Delivery 
 

10.4 Table 6d in Section 6 of the Core Strategy identifies a number of key infrastructure 
and community projects which have been subdivided into the categories ‘necessary’ 
and ‘local and wider benefit’. Although a number of these have already been 
completed during the Plan period, Table 12 below provides a progress update of other 
community projects during the monitoring period. 
 

Table 12: Project Delivery Update 
 
Project Progress 

Collingwood Road  
Scout Hut 

Covid had caused delays to this project however works  
have begun to progress again. Likely to be completed in 2023. 
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Contributions secured towards Community, Leisure & Recreation 
 

10.5 Core Strategy Policy PR1 seeks to ensure the protection and enhancement of 
Open Space, Sport and Recreational Facilities and Community Facilities. 
Contributions are being collected, monitored and allocated to local projects for the 
benefit of the increasing residential numbers.  
 

10.6 Over this monitoring period, a total of £60,000 has been received for leisure 
services maintenances, £779,880.47 for public open spaces and a Local Equipped 
Area of Play (LEAP).  A further £649,915.99 has been received for community 
facilities. 
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11. Key Theme: Climate Change 
 
Overview 
 

11.1 Colchester Borough Council declared a Climate Emergency in July 2019, 
committing the organisation to become net zero in all its operations by 2030. The 
Council have been working with the Carbon Trust to measure the emissions from its 
operations, and those of related organisations, such as its wholly owned companies 
Colchester Borough Homes and Colchester Commercial Holdings Limited. In 
January 2020, the Council published its first Climate Emergency Action Plan which 
sets out a strategy for how to reach the carbon neutral target. In June 2021, the 
Council updated the Climate Emergency Action Plan and this can be viewed on the 
Council’s website.  

 
11.2 Several key actions have been achieved since the climate emergency declaration. 

In 2021/2022, around 7,170 trees were planted in green spaces across Colchester 
along with 23,000 trees being given out to schools, community groups and parish 
councils as part of the Woodland and Biodiversity Project.  

 
11.3 The Council is also changing the way it manages its green spaces, trialing 

approaches to reduce its mowing of green spaces in order to ‘rewild’ them and 
support pollinators, along with phasing out the use of glyphosate herbicide, noting 
the harm that this herbicide can cause to wildlife and humans. The Council is 
working to share these approaches with other organisations in the community.  

 
11.4 The Council has also been a key part of an electric cargo (eCargo) bike revolution 

in Colchester, as outlined in paragraph 8.8 above. For information regarding a Defra 
funded project regarding air quality, is outlined in Chapter 8. 

 
Climate Change 

Indicator 1 
Carbon emissions and 

Climate Change 
Core Strategy 

Policy SD1 
 

 
11.5 In 2018/19 the Council calculated a new carbon footprint baseline for the Council of 

6004 tCO2e (tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) emissions, a 40% reduction on 
emissions relative to 2008 levels, meeting the 40% emission reduction target set for 
2020 one year early. This was refreshed to take into account additional emissions 
from commuting, staff travel, waste production and water consumption that the 
Council wanted to include as part of its baseline emissions, meaning the recorded 
emissions in 2018/19 was 6,549.3 tCO2e. 
 

11.6 In 2019/20, emissions had reduced by 5.4% relative to the 2018/19 baseline. As 
part of setting the net zero target, the Council will be measuring emissions from its 
waste production, water consumption and employee commuting, which will be 
included in the net zero target. In 2020/21, emissions decreased by 12.8% relative to 
2019/20. However, this was a year where Council operations and activities were 
heavily impacted by Covid-19, with many buildings being closed during the 2020/21 
financial year.  
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11.7 In 2021/22, a year less impacted by Covid-19, emissions totaled 5931.4 tCO2e, a 
9.7% increase on 2020/21 levels, but a 4.3% decrease on pre-covid levels 
(2019/20). Within 2020/21 and 2021/22 emission reporting, the Council estimated 
emissions associated with working from home, noting this was how a majority of staff 
were working during these years.  
 

11.8 On the back of pathway modelling of the Council’s emissions to 2030, the Council 
is working to create a new Local Authority Carbon Management Plan to set out in 
detail new projects that could be carried out to reduce the Council’s emissions to 
carbon neutral by 2030. The Carbon Management Plan, alongside the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan will be our two main areas of work to deliver our zero net 
carbon target in a decade. Where possible, community engagement is carried out to 
help inform and involve the community in the development of our actions in response 
to the climate emergency.  
 

Climate Change 
Indicator 2 

Climate Change 
Adaptation 

Core Strategy Policies 
SD1, ENV1 and ER1 

 
 

11.9 The Council’s wholly owned Energy Company (Colchester Amphora Energy 
Limited) promotes the use of more low carbon sources of heat and power through a 
range of projects and initiatives, delivering new energy choices for people in 
Colchester. 

 
11.10 Working with the Council, CAEL is developing a low carbon District Heating 

scheme at the Northern Gateway and has so far installed and tested five boreholes 
from which water will be abstracted to be the heat source for a 800 kW heat pump 
which will deliver domestic hot water and space heating to offices, housing and 
healthcare facilities in the development. CAEL is also working on the feasibility of 
developing a solar farm and micro grid for the development using solar PV to 
generate electricity for use in the development. 
 

Climate Change  
Indicator 3 

Renewable energy 
installed by type 

Core Strategy 
Policy ER1 

 
 

11.11 Part 40 of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
(Amendment) (England) Order 2008 gives permitted development rights to the 
installation of domestic microgeneration equipment. Planning permission is only 
required for a limited number of renewable energy technologies. This means that the 
number of renewable energy installations may be higher than that indicated by the 
number of planning applications.  
 

11.12 During the monitoring period, 12 applications have been granted relating to 
renewable energy. This included one solar farm, three ground mount solar arrays 
and 8 solar panel applications.  

 
11.13 This is a steep increase of eleven applications in this monitoring period from 

2020/21 where only one application was granted. There is a potential for applications 
to increase in the future as Government spearheads a green recovery to the Covid-
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19 pandemic, and climate change continues to climb the national and international 
government agenda.   
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Appendix A – Local Plan Policies  
 
Core Strategy Policies  
 
Sustainable Development Policies  
SD1 Sustainable Development Locations  
SD2 Delivering Facilities & Infrastructure 
SD3 Community Facilities 
Centres and Employment Policies  
CE1 Centres and Employment Classification and 

Hierarchy 
CE2 Mixed Use Centres 
CE2a Town Centre 
CE2b District Centres 
CE2c Local Centres 
CE3 Employment Centres 
Housing Policies 
H1 Housing Delivery 
H2 Housing Density 
H3 Housing Diversity 
H4 Affordable Housing  
H5 Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 
H6 Rural Workers Dwellings 
Urban Renaissance Policies 
U1 Regeneration Areas 
U2 Built Design and Character 
Public Realm Policies 
PR1 Open Space and Recreational Facilities 
PR2 People Friendly Streets 
Transport and Accessibility Policies 
TA1 Accessibility and Changing Travel Behaviour 
TA2 Walking and Cycling  
TA3 Public Transport 
TA4 Roads and Traffic 
TA5 Parking 
Environment and Rural Communities Policies 
ENV1 Environment  
ENV2 Rural Communities 
Energy, Resources, Waste, Water & Recycling Policy 
ER1 Energy, Resources, Waste, Water and 

Recycling  
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Development Management Policies  
 
DP1  Design and Amenity  
DP2  Health Assessments  
DP3 
 

Planning Obligations and the Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
 

DP4  Community Facilities  
Centres and Employment 
DP5 Appropriate Employment Uses and Protection of 

Employment Land and Existing Businesses 
DP6  Colchester Town Centre Uses  
DP7  Local Centres and Individual Shops  
DP8  Agricultural Development and Diversification  
DP9  Employment Uses in the Countryside 
DP10  Tourism, Leisure and Culture  
Housing 
DP11  Flat Conversions  
DP12  Dwelling Standards  
DP13 Dwelling Alterations, Extensions and 

Replacement Dwellings 
Urban Renaissance 
DP14  DP14 Historic Environment Assets  
Public Realm 
DP15 Retention of Open Space and Indoor Sports 
DP16 Private Amenity Space and Open Space 

Provision for New Residential Development 
Transport and Accessibility 
DP17  Accessibility and Access  
DP18  Transport Infrastructure Proposals  
DP19  Parking Standards  
Environment and Rural Communities 
DP20 Flood Risk and Management of Surface Water 

Drainage 
DP21  Nature Conservation and Protected Lanes 
DP22  Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty  
DP23  Coastal Areas  
Energy, Resources, Waste, Water and Recycling 
DP25  Renewable Energy 
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Site Allocations Policies 
 
SA CE1 Mixed Use Sites  
Housing 
SA H1  Housing Allocations  
SA H2  Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation  
Urban Renaissance 
Town Centre and North Station Town Centre and North Station 
SA TC1  Appropriate Uses within the Town Centre and 

North Station Regeneration Area 
East Colchester 
SA EC1  Residential development in East Colchester  
SA EC2  Development in East Colchester  
SA EC3  Area 1: Former Timber Dock  
SA EC4  Area 2: King Edward Quay  
SA EC5  Area 3: Magdalen Street  
SA EC6  Area 4: Hawkins Road  
SA EC7  University of Essex Expansion  
SA EC8  Transportation in East Colchester  
Garrison 
SA GAR1  Development in the Garrison Area  
North Growth Area 
SA NGA1  Appropriate Uses within the North Growth Area  
SA NGA2  Greenfield Sites in the North Growth Area  
SA NGA3  Employment Uses in the North Growth Area  
SA NGA4   Transport measures in North Growth Area  
SA NGA5   Transport Infrastructure related to the NGAUE  
Stanway Growth Area 
SA STA1  Appropriate Uses within the Stanway Growth 

Area  
SA STA2  Phasing of Greenfield sites in Stanway Growth 

Area  
SA STA3  Employment and Retail Uses in Stanway Growth 

Area 
SA STA4  Transportation in Stanway Growth Area  
SA STA5  Open Space in Stanway Growth Area  
Tiptree 
SA TIP1  Residential sites in Tiptree  
SA TIP2  Transport in Tiptree  
SA GAR1  Development in the Garrison Area  
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Section 1 Local Plan Policies 
 
SP1 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development 
SP2 Recreational disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) 
SP3 Spatial Strategy for North Essex 
SP4 Meeting Housing Needs 
SP5 Providing for Employment 
SP6 Infrastructure and Connectivity  
SP7 Place Shaping Principles 
SP8 Development and Delivery of a New Garden Community in North Essex 
SP9 Tendring/Colchester Borders Garden Community  

 
Section 2 Local Plan Policies 
 
Sustainable Growth 
SG1  Colchester’s Spatial Strategy   
SG2  Housing Delivery   
SG3  Economic Growth Provision   
SG4  Local Economic Areas   
SG5  Centre Hierarchy   
SG6  Town Centre Uses   
SG6a  Local Centres   
SG7  Infrastructure Delivery and Impact Mitigation   
SG8  Neighbourhood Plan   
Environmental Assets  
ENV1  Environment   
ENV2  Coastal Areas   
ENV3  Green Infrastructure   
ENV4  Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty   
ENV5  Pollution and Contaminated Land   
Climate Change 
CC1  Climate Change   
Place Policies  
PP1  Generic Infrastructure and Mitigation Requirements   
TC1  Town Centre Policy and Hierarchy   
TC2  Retail Frontages   
TC3  Town Centre allocations   
TC4  Transport in Colchester Town centre   
NC1  North Colchester and Severalls Strategic Economic Areas   
NC2  North Station Special Policy Area   
NC3  North Colchester   
NC4  Transport in North Colchester   
SC1  South Colchester Allocations   
SC2  Middlewick Ranges   
SC3  Transport in South Colchester   
EC1  Knowledge gateway and University of Essex Strategic Economic Area   
EC2  East Colchester / Hythe Special Policy Area   
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EC3  East Colchester   
EC4  Transport in East Colchester   
WC1  Stanway Strategic Economic Area   
WC2  Stanway   
WC3  Colchester Zoo   
WC4  West Colchester   
WC5  Transport in Colchester   
SS1  Abberton and Langenhoe   
SS2  Boxted   
SS3  Chappel and Wakes Colne   
SS4  Copford   
SS5  Eight Ash Green   
SS6  Fordham   
SS7  Great Horkesley   
SS8  Great Tey   
SS9  Langham   
SS10  Layer de La Haye   
SS11  Marks Tey   
SS12a  West Mersea   
SS12b  Coast Road West Mersea   
SS12c  Mersea Island Caravan Parks   
SS13  Rowhedge   
SS14  Tiptree   
SS15  West Bergholt   
SS16  Wivenhoe   
OV1  Development in Other Villages   
OV2  Countryside   
Development Management  
DM1  Health and Wellbeing   
DM2  Community Facilities   
DM3  Education Provision   
DM4  Sports Provision   
DM5  Tourism, leisure, Culture and Heritage   
DM6  Economic Development in Rural Areas and the Countryside   
DM7  Agricultural Development and Diversification   
DM8  Affordable Housing   
DM9  Development Density   
DM10  Housing Diversity   
DM11  Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople   
DM12  Housing Standards   
DM13  Domestic Development   
DM14  Rural Workers Dwellings   
DM15  Design and Amenity   
DM16  Historic Environment   
DM17  Retention of Open Space   
DM18  Provision of Open Space and Recreation Facilities   
DM19  Private Amenity Space   
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DM20  Promoting Sustainable Transport and Changing Travel Behaviour   
DM21  Sustainable Access to development   
DM22  Parking   
DM23  Flood Risk and Water Management   
DM24  Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems   
DM25  Renewable Energy, Water Waste and Recycling   
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Appendix B – Glossary 
 
Affordable Housing – housing for sale or rent, for those whose needs are not met 
by the market (including housing that provides a subsidised route to home ownership 
and/or is for essential local workers); and which complies with one or more of the 
following definitions:  
 

 Affordable housing for rent: meets all of the following conditions: (a) the 
rent is set in accordance with the Government’s rent policy for Social Rent or 
Affordable Rent, or is at least 20% below local market rents (including service 
charges where applicable); (b) the landlord is a registered provider, except 
where it is included as part of a Build to Rent scheme (in which case the 
landlord need not be a registered provider); and (c) it includes provisions to 
remain at an affordable price for future eligible households, or for the subsidy 
to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision. For Build to Rent 
schemes affordable housing for rent is expected to be the normal form of 
affordable housing provision (and, in this context, is known as Affordable 
Private Rent).  
 

 Starter homes: is as specified in Sections 2 and 3 of the Housing and 
Planning Act 2016 and any secondary legislation made under these sections. 
The definition of a starter home should reflect the meaning set out in statute 
and any such secondary legislation at the time of plan-preparation or 
decision-making. Where secondary legislation has the effect of limiting a 
household’s eligibility to purchase a starter home to those with a particular 
maximum level of household income, those restrictions should be used.  
 

 Discounted market sales housing: is that sold at a discount of at least 20% 
below local market value. Eligibility is determined with regard to local incomes 
and local house prices. Provisions should be in place to ensure housing 
remains at a discount for future eligible households.  
 

 Other affordable routes to home ownership: is housing provided for sale 
that provides a route to ownership for those who could not achieve home 
ownership through the market. It includes shared ownership, relevant equity 
loans, other low cost homes for sale (at a price equivalent to at least 20% 
below local market value) and rent to buy (which includes a period of 
intermediate rent). Where public grant funding is provided, there should be 
provisions for the homes to remain at an affordable price for future eligible 
households, or for any receipts to be recycled for alternative affordable 
housing provision or refunded to Government or the relevant authority 
specified in the funding agreement.  

Authority Monitoring Report (AMR) – The Authority Monitoring Report sets out 
how well the Council is performing in delivering the objectives of its Local 
Development Framework.  It was previously called the Annual Monitoring Report. 
 
Brownfield (also known as Previously Developed Land (PDL)) – Previously 
developed land that is unused or may be available for development. It includes both 
vacant and derelict land and land currently in use with known potential for 



Authority Monitoring Report 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 
 

59 
 

redevelopment. It excludes land that was previously developed where the remains 
have blended into the landscape over time. 
 
Colchester Local Plan - The Colchester Local Plan includes all major planning 
policy for the District in a single document. This is in two sections with the Section 1 
of the Local Plan including policies on strategic cross boundary issues including 
infrastructure and housing numbers including proposals for a new Garden 
Community, in partnership with Braintree District Council and Tendring District 
Council. Section 2 of each Local Plan considers the individual local authority policies 
and allocations.  
 
Community Facilities – Buildings, which enable a variety of local activity to take 
place 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

– Schools, Universities and other educational facilities 
– Libraries and community centres 
– Doctors surgeries, medical centres and hospitals 
– Museums and art galleries 
– Child care centres 
– Sport and recreational facilities 
– Youth clubs 
– Playgrounds 
– Places of worship 
– Emergency services 

Some community activities can also be provided via privately run facilities (e.g. pubs 
and village shops). 
 
Core Strategy – The Core Strategy sets out the long-term vision for the sustainable 
development of Colchester and the strategic policies required to deliver that vision. It 
provides for the enhancement of the environment, as well and defines the general 
locations for delivering strategic development including housing, employment, retail, 
leisure, community and transport, which are then given precise boundaries in the 
Proposals Map. The Colchester Borough Core Strategy was adopted by the Council 
in 2008, and a focused review in 2014 following publication of the NPPF in 2012. 
This has now been superseded by the Colchester Local Plan Section 1 and Section 
2. 
 
Development Policies – A document that the council have produced alongside the 
Site Allocations document to guide future development within the Borough. The 
Policies contained within this Development Plan Document, along with other relevant 
national and Core Strategy Policies, replaced the 2004 Local Plan policies in the 
determination of planning applications. This has now been superseded by the 
Colchester Local Plan Section 1 and Section 2. 
 
Evidence Base – The evidence base for Colchester’s Local Plan includes all the 
documents used to inform its policies and allocations, including studies, strategies, 
and national, regional and local policies. Evidence Base documents can be viewed 
via the Council’s website. 
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Flood Risk Assessment – An assessment of the likelihood of flooding in a 
particular area so that development needs and mitigation measures can be carefully 
considered. 
 
Greenfield – Land which has never been built on before or where the remains of any 
structure or activity have blended into the landscape over time. 
 
Local Development Scheme (LDS) – This is the project plan for a three year period 
for the production of documents including the Local Plan, Supplementary Planning 
Documents and Neighbourhood Plans.  
 
Natura 2000 – The European network of protected sites established under the Birds 
Directive and Habitats Directive (SPA, SAC). 
 
Neighbourhood Planning - Neighbourhood planning is a way for communities to 
decide the future of the places where they live and work. The government introduced 
this new tier of planning through the Localism Act 2011. 
 
North Essex Authorities (NEAs) – joint authorities working to progress large scale 
strategic development known as Garden Communities in North Essex. This includes 
Braintree District Council, Colchester Borough Council and Tendring District Council. 
 
Planning Contributions – the principle of a developer agreeing to provide additional 
benefits or safeguards, often for the benefit of the community, usually in the form of 
related development supplied at the developer's expense. 
 
Previously Developed Land (PDL) – See Brownfield. 
 
Private Open Space – Open spaces usually in private ownership that can fulfil 
similar functions as public open spaces, but which tend to have significant access 
restrictions to the members of the public imposed through ownership rights or a 
requirement to pay to use facilities. 
 
Proposals Map – The Proposals Map shows all boundaries and designations 
specified in a Development Plan Document (DPD) such as the Core Strategy, Site 
Allocations or Development Policies. The Colchester Borough Proposals Map was 
adopted by the Council in 2010. This has now been superseded by the Colchester 
Local Plan Section 1 and Section 2. 
 
Public Open Space – includes all spaces of public value, usually in public 
ownership, which are generally accessible to the public and which provide important 
opportunities for sport, outdoor recreation as well as fulfilling an amenity function. 
 
Public Realm – Public realm relates to all those parts of the built environment where 
the public has free access. It encompasses all streets, square and other rights of 
way, whether predominantly in residential, commercial or community/civic uses; 
open spaces and parks; and the public/private spaces where public access is 
unrestricted (at least during daylight hours). It includes the interfaces with key 
internal and private spaces to which the public has normally has free access. 
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Ramsar Site – An area identified by an international agreement which supports 
endangered habitats. 
 
Town and Country Planning Regulations (‘The Regulations’) – The identification 
of a consultation stage in relation to a Regulation, i.e. Regulation 25, 27, etc. refers 
to the relevant section of the June 2008 amendments to the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. The Regulations cover 
the various stages in preparing and consulting on Local Plan documents. 
 
Travel Plan – These provide information and incentives for new residential and 
employment sites to use public transport. Travel Plans typically include the issuing of 
travel pack to new residents and businesses which may include vouchers for 12 
months free or discounted travel on public transport. 
 
Site Allocations – The Site Allocations document sets out the criteria for the 
boundaries shown on the Proposals Map and provides area and use specific 
allocations. The Site Allocations DPD was adopted by the Council in 2010. This has 
now been superseded by the Colchester Local Plan Section 1 and Section 2. 
 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) – A SSSI is an area that has been notified 
as being of special interest under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. They 
include the best examples of the Country’s wildlife habitats, geological features and 
landforms. 
 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) – A site of European Community importance 
designated by the member states, where necessary conservation measures are 
applied for the maintenance or restoration, at favourable conservation status, of the 
habitats and/or species for which the site is designated. 
 
Special Protection Area (SPA) – A site designated under the Birds Directive by the 
member states where appropriate steps are taken to protect the bird species for 
which the site is designated. 
 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – This document sets out the 
standards that the Council intend to achieve in relation to involving the community 
and stakeholders in the preparation, alteration and continuing review of the Local 
Plan in the determination of significant planning applications. 
 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) – The SHMA is a study carried 
out every few years to appraise the local housing market area and identify the need 
and demand for different housing types and tenures within that area. 
 
Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SLAA) – The SLAA is a collective term 
for housing and employment land availability assessments. This is a process carried 
out as part of Local Plan preparation to identify new sites for housing and 
employment uses, required by national policy. 
 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) – A document produced by the Council 
to add further detailed guidance and information on a particular subject. An SPD is 
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subject to a formal consultation period and then is used as a material consideration 
when determining planning applications. 
 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) – A range of techniques for managing the 
runoff of water from a site. They can reduce the total amount, flow and rate of 
surface water that runs directly to rivers through storm water systems. 
 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) – An appraisal of the economic, social and 
environmental effects of a plan from the outset of the preparation process, so that 
decisions can be made that accord with sustainable development. 
 
Sustainable Development – Development which meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
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Appendix C – Local Development Scheme 2021-2024 
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