Agenda item 9(i)
Extract from the minutes of the Council meeting on 21 October 2015

Councillor T. Young (in respect of his position as Chair of Colne Housing) and
Councillor J. Young (in respect of her spouse’s position as Chair of Colne
Housing) declared a pecuniary interest in the following item pursuant to the
provisions of Council Procedure Rule 9(5).

95(i) Rightto Buy for Housing Association Tenants
It was proposed by Councillor Smith that:-
1. This Council notes:

« the new Government’s proposal to extend the Right to Buy to Housing
Association tenants, to be paid for by selling off the most expensive
Council Housing stock;

« with alarm the shortage of affordable rented homes in our Borough with
4160 families on our council’s housing waiting list and is very concerned
that the current government plans risk making matters far worse.

o the recent LGA “First 100 Days” campaign which highlighted there are 1.7
million households on waiting lists for affordable housing across England
and that more than 3.4 million adults between 20 and 34 live with their
parents;

« that a recent opinion poll showed that just 16% of the public believed that
extending Right to Buy to housing association tenants would be the most
useful way of tackling the affordability crisis; the public’s top choice was to
help housing associations or councils to build more affordable homes,
selected by 46% of the public;

« the recent report from June 2015 which shows that there could be a
funding gap of over £1 billion to pay for the scheme.

2. Council opposes the forced sell off of council housing to pay for this
plan and is concerned that the Government also:

« fails to address the situation for many local authorities which no longer
have any housing stock to sell as they have transferred theirs to housing
associations;

« fails to address the situation in areas of high housing demand where there
are often few suitable sites to build replacement social housing stock;



« fails to recognize that this means housing associations will simply be
trying to catch up with replacing homes rather than building affordable
housing to give more people homes they need

3. Council notes that even the Conservative Mayor of London has said
he did not want to see councils “deprived at a rapid rate of their housing stock”
if more homes were not being built to replace them.

4. Council recognizes the desire by many to own their own homes, and
that proposals put forward by the Liberal Democrats over a “Rent to Own”
model and Shared Ownership housing would represent a better way of
reaching this goal.

5. Council also notes that there are existing routes for housing
association tenants to own their own properties - some Housing Association
tenants already have the Right to Acquire.

6. Council resolves:

e to work with other neighboring authorities and housing associations to
oppose the current government proposals;

e to write to our MP’s asking them to support the Council’s position; to
speak up in parliament for more social housing and not less and to push
for a genuine “one for one” replacement but not at the cost of losing more
council housing.

As the motion related to an executive matter, it stood referred to Cabinet.

It was RESOLVED that Council Procedure Rule 11(2) be suspended to allow Council
to debate and inform Cabinet of its view.

On being put to the vote the motion was carried (twenty eight voted for, none voted
against and twenty two abstained from voting).

A named vote having been requested pursuant to the provisions of Meetings
General Procedure Rule 15(2) the voting was as follows:-

Those who voted for were:-

Councillors Barton, Bourne, Chuah, Cook, Cope, Cory, Feltham, Frame, Gamble,
Goss, Graham, Harris, Havis, Hayes, P. Higgins, Hogg, Liddy, Manning, Naish, B.
Oxford, G. Oxford, Pearson, Scott, Scott-Boutell, Smith, Sykes, T. Young and the
Deputy Mayor (Councillor J. Young).

Those who abstained from voting were:-



Councillors Bentley, Blundell, Buston, Chapman, Chillingworth, Davies, Fairley-
Crowe, Hardy, Harrington, Hazell, Jarvis, Jowers, Laws, Lissimore, Locker, F.
Maclean, J. Maclean, Martin, Moore, Sheane, Willetts and the Mayor (Councillor T.
Higgins).



