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AND 

REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 
 
7.1 202025 – Land south of Berechurch Hall Road, Colchester 
 
A more recent badger survey (August 2021) attached was submitted to the 
Council and uploaded to the website. This states that the setts had been 
recently monitored (for the required 21 days in line with Natural England 
Guidance) and all found to be disused by badgers with no signs of current 
use. These setts were then monitored again in August and September 2021 
(for the required 21 days in line with Natural England Guidance) and still 
found to not be in use. As they were inactive, a licence for closure is not 
required from Natural England as they were considered not to be in current 
use.  
 
It has been noted to CBC that a report to the Police had been made regarding 
interference of the badger setts however the Police have confirmed they have 
now closed the investigation into any wildlife offences (see attached email 
from Essex Police).  
 
It is noted concerns have been raised regarding badgers on site and as such 
further clarification and monitoring by an Ecologist has been undertaken. The 
Ecologist has confirmed the below: 
As discussed and for your reference the surveys were conducted using 
standard guidelines for classifying badger setts (Harris et al., 1989) and 
categorising entrance holes (Natural England, 2009) and monitoring methods 
as per Natural England guidance. An updated badger survey was conducted 
in April 2021 and the setts identified as part of this survey have been 
monitored twice this year before closing setts that were not in current use on 
the 16th September 2021. The report for the monitoring that was conducted in 
June 2021 is attached.  An outline of the works conducted are summarised in 
the table below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Works conducted Dates of works Outcome 

Updated site Badger 
Survey 

15th April 2021 Setts identified 

21 Day Badger Sett 
monitoring 

7th June 2021 - 28th  
June 2021 

All setts inactive with no 
signs of current use 

21 Day Badger Sett 
monitoring 

25th August – 15th 
September 

All setts inactive with no 
signs of current use .  

Closure of inactive 
Badger setts 

16th September 2021 Setts that were not in 
current use were 
closed. 

  
The setts were last monitored for 21 days from the 25th August – 15th 
September which consisted of seven visits. Sticks were laid in front of 
entrances to see if any movements were made through the entrance. Hair 
sticks were placed inside the tunnels to trap hair from passing animals.  Sand 
was placed inside the entrances of the tunnels to catch the prints of animals 
entering them.  Signs of badger including prints, hairs, latrines were searched 
for and noted if observed. Activity such as spoil heaps and debris blocking 
entrances were also noted if observed.  Trail cameras were used to gain 
footage of any activity at the sett entrances during the monitoring period. 
  
The monitoring remained in place from the 15th to the 16th September when 
the setts were due to be closed.  Only inactive setts displaying no signs of 
current use were closed on the 16th September by back filling the entrances 
and covering them in galvanised mesh which was secured with steel U-pins 
and wooden stakes. 
  
All inactive setts along the boundary were closed without the need of a 
Licence from Natural England as they were considered not to be in current 
use and therefore fall outside of the definition of a badger sett as described 
within The Protection of Badgers Act 1992.   During the closure works on the 
16th September a new sett was identified with fresh digging on the eastern 
boundary which was retained and scheduled to be monitored.  
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