Council Meeting

Charter Hall, Colchester Leisure World,
Colchester, CO1 1YH
Wednesday, 14 July 2021 at 18:00



Information for Members of the Public
Access to information and meetings

You have the right to attend all meetings of the Council, its Committees and Cabinet. You also
have the right to see the agenda (the list of items to be discussed at a meeting), which is
usually published five working days before the meeting, and minutes once they are published.
Dates of the meetings are available here:
https://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/MeetingCalendar.aspx.

Most meetings take place in public. This only changes when certain issues, for instance,
commercially sensitive information or details concerning an individual are considered. At this
point you will be told whether there are any issues to be discussed in private, if so, you will be
asked to leave the meeting.

Have Your Say!

The Council welcomes contributions and representations from members of the public at most
public meetings. If you would like to speak at a meeting and need to find out more, please
refer to the Have Your Say! arrangements here:
https://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/HaveYourSay.aspx.

Audio Recording, Mobile phones and other devices

The Council streams public meetings for live broadcast over the internet and the recordings are
available to listen to afterwards on the Council’s YouTube channel. Audio recording, photography
and filming of meetings by members of the public is also welcomed. Phones, tablets, laptops,
cameras and other devices can be used at all meetings of the Council so long as this doesn’t
cause a disturbance. It is not permitted to use voice or camera flash functions and devices must
be set to silent. Councillors can use devices to receive messages, to access meeting papers and
information via the internet. Looking at or posting on social media by Committee members is at
the discretion of the Chairman / Mayor who may choose to require all devices to be switched off
at any time.

Access

The main access to Charter Hall is suitable for wheelchair users. There is an induction loop in
all the Charter Hall.

Facilities

Toilets are available. Attendees are advised to bring their own refreshments or to purchase them
from the Leisure World café which will be open.

Evacuation Procedures

Should the emergency alarm sound exit the building by the nearest available emergency exit
and assemble at the Skate Park.

Colchester Borough Council
telephone (01206) 282222 or textphone 18001 followed by the full number you wish to call
e-mail: democratic.services@colchester.gov.uk
www.colchester.gov.uk



https://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/MeetingCalendar.aspx
https://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/HaveYourSay.aspx
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/

Covid 19

Please could attendees note the following:-

e Hand sanitiser, wipes and masks will be available.

e Do not attend if you feel unwell with a temperature or cough, or you have come in to
contact with someone who is unwell with a temperature or cough.

e Masks should be worn whilst arriving and moving round the meeting room, unless you
have a medical exemption.

¢ All seating will be socially distanced with 2 metres between each seat. Please do not
move the chairs. Masks can be removed when seated.

¢ Please follow any floor signs and any queue markers.

e Try to arrive at the meeting slightly early to avoid a last minute rush.

e Arisk assessment, including Covid 19 risks, has been undertaken for this meeting.



COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL
Council
Wednesday, 14 July 2021 at 18:00

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL Published  12/07/2021

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Council to be held on
Wednesday, 14 July 2021 at 18:00 for the transaction of the business stated below.

Fiﬂfw

Chief Executive

AGENDA
THE LIST OF ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING
(Part A - open to the public)

Please note that the business will be subject to short breaks at approximately 90 minute
intervals.

Please note that Agenda items 1 to 6 are normally dealt with briefly.

Live Broadcast
Please follow this link to watch the meeting live on YouTube:

(107) ColchesterCBC - YouTube

1 Welcome and Announcements (Council)

The Mayor will welcome members of the public and Councillors and
will ask the Chaplain to say a prayer. The Mayor will explain the
procedures to be followed at the meeting including a reminder
everyone to use microphones at all times when they are speaking,
but otherwise keep microphones muted.

2 Have Your Say! (Hybrid meetings)

Members of the public may make representations to the

meeting. This can be made either in person at the meeting or by
joining the meeting remotely and addressing the Council via Zoom.
Each representation may be no longer than three

minutes. Members of the public wishing to address the Council
remotely may register their wish to address the meeting by e-mailing
democratic.services@colchester.gov.uk by 12.00 noon on the
working day before the meeting date. In addition a written copy of
the representation will need to be supplied for use in the event of



https://www.youtube.com/user/ColchesterCBC
mailto:democratic.services@colchester.gov.uk?subject=democratic.services%40colchester.gov.uk

7(i)

8(i)

unforeseen technical difficulties preventing participation at the
meeting itself.

There is no requirement to pre register for those attending the
meeting in person.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors will be asked to say if there are any items on the agenda
about which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest which would
prevent them from participating in any discussion of the item or
participating in any vote upon the item, or any other pecuniary
interest or non-pecuniary interest.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Council)

A... Motion that the minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2021 be
confirmed as a correct record.

Council minutes 260521 9-14

Mayor's Announcements
The Mayor to make announcements.

Items (if any) referred under the Call-in Procedure (Council)

The Council consider any items referred by the Scrutiny Panel under
the Call-in Procedure because they are considered to be contrary to
the policy framework of the Council or contrary to, or not wholly in
accordance with, the budget.

Recommendations of the Cabinet, Panels and Committees
Council will consider the following recommendations:-
Financial Regulations 2022-23 15-16

B... Motion that the recommendation contained in draft minute 260
of the Governance and Audit Committee meeting of 22 June 2021
be approved and adopted.

Notices of Motion pursuant to the provisions of Council
Procedure Rule 11

Council will consider the following Motions:-

(Note: The maximum length of time for the consideration of all such
motions shall be 80 minutes. In the event that a motion is still being
debated when the 80 minutes have elapsed the Mayor shall invite
the proposer of the motion to respond to the debate and the move
straight to the vote. )

Unlocking the Potential of Colchester's High Street and Town
Centre

Motion C
Proposer: Councillor Fox and Councillor Goss

This Council believes that healthy high streets are essential for
community cohesion, civic pride, employment, shopping, services



and leisure. But many shops and businesses were struggling even
before the Covid pandemic: high street retail employment fell in
more than three-quarters of local authorities between 2015 and
2018 according to the Office of National Statistics and more than
half of all UK consumers were shopping online before the pandemic.
Colchester’s Town Centre has fared better than many High Streets
across the country but has lost many shops that were valued by
residents and visitors alike.

This Council notes that retail is among the sectors most affected by
the coronavirus pandemic, and retail workers have been on the
frontline of the crisis throughout. The almost complete shutdown of
non-essential shops between March and June 2020 has hit
businesses hard, and the need for social distancing has changed
the way many businesses operate, reducing footfall. The pandemic
has accelerated what, in many cases, has been a longer trend of
lower footfall and changing shopping habits. As the Portas Review a
decade ago acknowledged, the form and function of many high
streets needs to radically change if they are to adapt and survive.

This Council welcomes the willingness of Government to
acknowledge the problems and come forward with initiatives in
response to these challenges such has the furlough scheme, the
Covid support business loans, and the High Street Taskforce.
However, as the Treasury Select Committee stated in 2019, the
current system of Business Rates places an unfair burden on “bricks
and mortar” businesses compared to online ones, and the Business
Rate system needs radical overhaul. This council also welcomes the
Town Deal funding secured by a range of partners to deliver
£18.2million of investment in Colchester.

This Council resolves to:

. Write to the Government to urge them to undertake an urgent
review of business rates in order to support high street businesses
recover from the pandemic and level the playing field between
online and high street businesses, to make it fair and sustainable for
all.

. Explore the creation of Community Improvement Districts to
reconnect communities with the levers that drive economic
development in town centres and create an equal partnership of
business and community organisations to galvanise action at a local
level.

. Make any data held by the council on ownership of high
street properties public and in an accessible format, so that
community groups seeking to buy empty shops through a
community share offer have the information they need to do so.

. Make full use of s215 planning enforcement powers where
empty units are attracting antisocial behaviour or creating an
eyesore on the high street.

. Proactively contact landlords of vacant premises, working
with the Colchester Business Improvement District, to explore
meanwhile use options and/or encourage alternative rental models
(e.g. turnover rather than market rent) to enable new co-operatives,



SMESs, social enterprises and community businesses to open their
doors on the high street.

As the motion relates to an executive matter it will stand referred
direct to Cabinet, unless the relevant procedure rule is suspended to
allow Council to debate the motion.

8(i) The Queen's Platinum Jubilee
Motion D

Proposer: Councillor Crow

As Biritain’s first city Colchester has a unique past and heritage
which has played an important role in this country’s history. In
addition we have enjoyed many proud years as a garrison town
playing host to the British army. Therefore this council is delighted
that next year we will be joining the nation to celebrate Her Majesty
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee to mark her 70 years on the throne of
this great nation.

As the motion relates to a non-executive matter, it will be debated
and determined by Council at the meeting.

9 Questions to Cabinet Members and Chairmen pursuant to
Council Procedure Rule 10

Cabinet members and Chairmen will receive and answer pre-notified
questions in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10(1) followed
by any oral questions (not submitted in advance) in accordance with
Council Procedure Rule 10(3).

At the time of the publication of the Summons no pre-notified
guestions had been received.

(Note: a period of up to 60 minutes is available for pre-notified
guestions and oral questions by Members of the Council to Cabinet
Members and Chairmen (or in their absence Deputy Chairmen)).

10 Schedule of Portfolio Decisions 17 - 22

Council is invited to note the Schedule of Portfolio Holder decisions
for the period 9 February 2021 - 3 July 2021.

11  Urgent Items (Council)

Council will consider any business not specified in the Summons
which by reason of special circumstances the Mayor determines
should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency.

12 Reports Referred to in Recommendations

The reports specified below are submitted for information and
referred to in the recommendations specified in item... of the
agenda:



13

Financial Regulations 2022-23, Report to Governance and 23-30
Audit, 220621

Financial Regulations 2022-23, Report to Governance and 31-68
Audit, 220621 - Appx A

Exclusion of the Public (not Scrutiny or Executive)

In accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act
1972 to exclude the public, including the press, from the meeting so
that any items containing exempt information (for example
confidential personal, financial or legal advice), in Part B of this
agenda (printed on yellow paper) can be decided. (Exempt
information is defined in Section 100l and Schedule 12A of the Local
Government Act 1972).

Part B
(not open to the public including the press)
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